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THE 


NEW   CONSTITUTIO 


OF 


THE  STATE  OF  MISSOURI, 


AS  EEVISED,  AMENDED,  AND  ADOPTED'  IN  CONVENTION,  BEGUN  AND  HELD  IN.THS^ 
CITY  OF  ST.  LOUIS,  ON  THE  SIXTH  DAY  OF  JANUAEY,  EIGHTEEN  HUNDEED        ^ 
AND  SIXTY-FIVE ;  AND  RATIFIED  BY  'THE  PEOPLE,  AT  AN 
ELECTION  HELD  ON  THE  6th  DAY  OF  JUNE,  1865. 


ST.    LOUIS: 

MoKEE,  FISHBACK  &  CO.,  PRINTERS,  BINDERS,  AND  BLANK-BOOS  MANUrACTURBRa^ 

Corner  of  Fourth  and  Pine  streets. 

1866. 


THE  RATIFICATION. 


aOV^EHNOR'S  I^ROCLAJVr^TION^. 


"^  STATE  OF  MISSOUEI,  \ 

ExECUTiTB  Department./ 

Whereas,  On  the  sixth  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eighth  hundred  and  sixty-five,  a  Con- 
vention of  Eepresentatives  of  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  elected  in  pursuance  of  law, 
assembled  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  amending  the  Constitution  of  said  State, 
which  Convention  did,  on  the  eighth  day  of  April 
in  said  year,  adopt  a  Eevised  and  Amended 
Constitution  for  said  State: 

And  -whereas,  In  and  by  the  second  section  of 
the  thirteenth  Article  of  the  said  Eevised  and 
Amended  Constitution  it  was  provided  that  an 
election  by  the  qualified  voters  of  this  State 
should  be  held  on  the  sixth  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five,  at  the 
several  election  precincts  in  this  State,  and  else- 
where, for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  sense 
of  the  people  in  regard  to  the  adoption  or  rejec- 
tion of  the  said  Constitution ;  and  provision  was 
made  in  said  section  for  taking  and  counting 
the  votes  of  such  qualified  voters  of  this  State 
as  should  then  be  absent  from  the  places  of  their 
residence,  by  reason  of  their  being  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  pnited  States  or  of  this  State, 
whether  they  should  then  be  in  or  out  of  this 
State : 

And  whereas.  In  and  by  the  provisions  of  the 
said  thirteenth  Article  of  the  said  Eevised  and 
Amended  Constitution,  it  was  required  that  the 
returns  of  said  election  should  be  certified  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  on  the  first 
day  of  July  next  ensuing  said  election,  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  should,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Governor,  the  Attorney  General,  or  the  State 
Auditor,  proceed  to  examine  and  cast  up  the  re- 
turns of  the  votes  taken  at  said  election,  and 
cartified  to  him,  including  those  of  persons  in 


the  military  service ;  and  if  it  should  appear  that 
a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  at  the  said  elec- 
tion were  in  favor  of  the  Constitution,  the  Gov- 
ernor should  issue  his  proclamation  stating  that 
fact,  and  the  said  Constitution  should  on  the 
Fourth  day  of  said  month  of  July  be  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  State  of  Missouri : 

And  whereas.  On  the  said  first  day  of  July, 
the  said  Secretary  of  State  did,  in  presence  of  the 
Governor  and  the  State  Auditor,  proceed  to  ex- 
amine and  cast  up  the  returns  of  the  votes  taken 
at  said  election,  and  certified  to  him,  including 
those  of  persona  in  the  military  service ;  when 
it  appeared,  upon  an  accurate  casting  up  of  said 
returns^  that  there  were  forty-three  thousand  six 
hundred  and  seventy  (43,670)  votes  in  favor  of 
said  Constitution,  and  forty-one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight  (41,808)  votes  against  said 
Cunstitution ;  and  there  being,  therefore,  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  votes  cast  at  said  election  in 
favor  of  said  Constitution : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Thomas  C,  Fletcher,  Gover- 
nor of  the  State  of  Missouri,  in  pursuance  of  the 
authority  vested  in  me,  as  aforesaid,  do,  by  this 
my  proclamation,  declare  and  make  known  that 
the  said  Eevised  and  Amended  Constitution 
was,  at  said  election,  adopted  by  a  majority  of 
the  votes  cast  at  said  election,  and  that  in  pur- 
suance of  the  provisions  therein  contained,  it 
will  take  efi"ect  as  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
of  Missouri,  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  present 
month  of  July. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  at  the  City  of  Jefferson,  on 
the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-fivo- 

THOS.  C.  FLETCHEE. 
By  the  Governor. 

Francis  Eodman,  Secretary  of  State. 


A.N  ORDINA^ISrOE 


FOK  THE  PAYMENT   OF    KAILROAD   AND  STATE  INDEBTEDNESS. 


PEOCLAMATION  BY  THE  GOVERNOR. 


Whereas,  theBepresentatives  of  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Mlssonri,  in  Convention  assembled,  did 
adopt  on  the  tenth  day  of  April,  a.  o. ,  1865,  an  or- 
dinance entitled  '  'An  Ordinance  for  the  payment 
of  Bailroad  and  State  Indebtedness,"  and 

Whebeas,  said  ordinance,  in  accordance  •with  its 
provisions,  has  been  submitted  to  the  vote  of  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Missouri  on  the  sixth  day  of 
Jane,  a.  d.  ,  1865,  and  also  to  the  vote  of  the  quali- 
fied voters  of  this  State,  absent  from  their  residence 
hy  reason  of  their  being  in  military  service  of  the 
United  States  or  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  as  pro-< 
vided  by  said  ordinance,  and 

Whereas,  the  returns  of  said  election  were  made 
at  the  time,  under  the  restrictions  anfl  in  the  man- 
ner ae  prescribed  in  said  ordinance,  and 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  said  provisions,  the 
Secretary  of  State  did,  on  the  first  day  of  July,  A. 
D.  1865,  in  the  presence  of  the  GoveAior  and  the 
State  Auditor,  proceed  to  examine  and  cast  up  the 


returns  of  the  votes  taken  at  said  election  and  certi- 
fied to  him  : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Thomas  C.  Fletcher,  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Missouri,  in  pursuance  of  authority 
in  me  vested  by  said  ordinance,  do  by  this,  my 
proclamation,  make  known,  that  upon  an  accurate 
casting  up  of  said  above  mentioned  returns,  there 
appeared  thirty-nine  thousand  and  sixty-seven 
votes  for;  "Shall  the  railroads  pay  their  bonds? 
Yes,"  and  twenty  thousand  nine  hundred  votes 
for:  "Shall  the  railroads  pay  their  bouds?    No." 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  caused  to  be  affixed  the  great  seal  of  the  State 
of  Missouri. 
Done  at  Jefferson  City,  this,  the  7th  day  of  July, 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1S6«,  of  the  Independence 

of  the  United  States  the  ninetieth ,  and  of  the  State 

of  Missouri  the  forty-filth . 

THOMAS  C .  FLETCHfiE . 
By  the  Governor  : 

Fbancis  Eodmas,  Secretary  of  State, 


THE  NEW  CONSTITUTION 


THE  STATE  OF  MISSOURI 


We,  the  People  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  grate- 
ful to  Almighty  God,  the  Sovereign  Euler_  of 
Kations,  for  our  State  Government,  our  liberties, 
and  our  connection  with  the  American  Union, 
and  acknowledging  our  dependence  upon  Him 
for  the  continuance  of  those  blessings  to  us  and 
our  posterity,  do,  for  the  more  certain  security 
thereof,  and  for  the  better  government  of  this 
State,  ordain  and  establish  this  Eevised  and 
Amended  Constitution: 

AETICLE  I. 

DECLAF.ATION  OF  KISHTS. 

That  the  general,  great,  arid  essential  princi- 
ples of  liberty  and  free  government  may  be  re- 
cognised and  established,  and  that  the  relations 
of  this  State  to  the  Union  and  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  those  of  the  people  of  this 
State  to  the  rest  of  the  American  people,  may  be 
defined  and  affirmed,  we  do  declare— 

1.  That  we  hold  it  to  be  self-evident,  that  all 
men  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain 
inalienable  rights,  among  which  are  life,  liberty, 
the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their  own  labor, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness : 

2.  That  there  can  not  be  in  this  State  either 
slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  in  pun- 
ishment of  crime,  whereof  the  party  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted: 

8.  That  no  person  can,  on  account  of  color,  be 
disqualified  as  a  witness;  or  be  disabled  to  con- 
tract, otherwise  than  as  others  are  disabled  ;  or 
be  prevented  from  acquiring,  holding,  and  trans- 
mitting property;  or  be  liable  to  any  other  pun- 
ishment for  any  offense,  than  that  imposed  upon 
others  for  a  like  offense ;  or  be  restricted  in  the 
exercise  of  religious  worship ;  or  be  hindered  in 
acquiring  education;  or  be  subjected,  in  law, 
to  any  other  restraints  or  disqualifications,  in 
regard  to  any  personal  rights,  than  such  as  are 
laid  upon  others  under  like  circumstances : 

4.  That  all  political  power  is  vested  in  and 
derived  from  the  people  ;  that  all  government  of 
right  originates  from  the  people,  is  founded 
upon  their  will  only,  and  is  instituted  solely  for 
the  good  of  the  whole: 

5.  That  the  people  of  this  State  have  the  in- 
herent, sole,  and  exclusive  right  of  regulating 
the  internal  government  and  police  thereof,  and 
of  altering  and  abolishing  their  Constitution 
and  form  of  government,  whenever  it  may  be 
necessary  to  their  safety  and  happiness;  but 


every  such  right  should  be  exercised  in  pursU' 
anee  of  law,  and  consistently  with  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States : 

6.  That  this  State  shall  ever  remain  a  member 
of  the  American  Unicin ;  that  the  people  thereof 
are  a  p.art  of  the  American  Nation  ;  and  that  all 
attempts,  from  whatever  source  or  upon  what- 
ever pretext,  to  dissolve  said  Union,  of  to  sever 
said  Nation,  ought  to  be  resisted  with  the  whole 
power  of  the  State : 

1,  That  every  citizen  of  this  State  owes  para- 
mount allegiance  to  the  Constitutioa  and  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  and  that  no  law 
or  ordinance  of  this  State  in  contravention  or 
subversion  thereof,  can  have  any  binding  force : 

S.  That  the  people  have  the  right  peaceably  to 
assemble  for  their  common  good,  and  to  apply 
ts  those  vested  with  the  powers  of  government 
for  redress  of  grievances,  by  petition  or  remon- 
strance; and  that  their  right  to  bear  arms  in 
defense  of  themselves,  and  of  the  lawful  author- 
ity of  the  State,  cannot  be  questioned: 

9.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasi- 
ble right  to  worship  Almighty  God  according  to 
the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences;  that  no 
person  can,  on  account  of  his  religious  opinions, 
be  rendered  ineligible  to  any  ofiSce  of  trust  ox 
profit  under  this  State,  nor  be  disqualified  from 
testifying,  or  from  serving  as  a  juror ;  that  no 
human  authority  can  control  or  interfere  with 
the  rights  of  conscience;  and  that  no  person 
ought,  by  any  law,  lo  be  molested  in  his  person 
or  estate,  on  account  of  his  religious  persuasion 
or  profession :  but  the  liberty  of  conscience 
hereby  secured  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to 
excuse  acts  of  licentiousness,  nor  to  justify 
practices  inconsistent  with  the  good  order, 
peace,  or  safety  of  the  State,  or  with  the  rights 
of  others : 

10.  That  no  person  can  be  compelled  to  erect, 
support,  or  attend  any  place  of  worship,  or  to 
maintain  any  minister  of  the  Gospel  or  teacher 
of  religion  ;  but  whatever  contracts  any  person 
may  enter  into  for  any  such  obgect  ought,  in 
law,  to  be  binding  and  capable  of  enforcement, 
as  other  contracts : 

11.  'That  no  preference  can  ever  be  given,  by 
law,  to  any  church,  sect,  or  mode  of  worship: 

12.  That  no  religious  corporation  can  be  es- 
tablished in  this  State ;  except  that  by  a  general 
law,  uniform  throughout  the  State,  any  church, 
or  religious  society  or  congregation  may  become 
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a  body  corporate,  for  the  s<»le  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  using,  and  dieposing  of  so  much 
land  as  may  be  required  for  a  house  of  public 
worship,  a  chapel,  a  parsonage,  and  a  burial 
ground,  and  managing  the  same,  and  contract- 
ing in  relation  to  such  laud,  and  the  buildings 
thereon,  through  a  board  of  trustees,  selected  by 
themselves  ;  but  the  quantity  of  land  to  be  held 
by  any  such  body  corporate,  in  connection  with 
a  house  of  worship  or  a  parsonage,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed five  acres  in  the  country,  or  one  acre  in  a 
town  or  city : 

18.  That  every  gift,  sale,  or  devise  of  land  to 
any  minister,  public  teacher,  or  preacher  of  the 
Gospel,  as  such,  or  to  any  religious  sect,  order, 
or  denomination  ;  or  to  or  for  the  support,  use, 
or  benefit  of,  or  in  trust  for,  any  minister,  pul>- 
lic  teacher,  or  preacher  of  the  Gospel,  as  s'^ch, 
or  any  religious  sect,  order,  or  denomination  ; 
and  every  gift  or  sale  of  goods  or  chiittols  to  go 
in  succession,  or  to  take  plape  after  the  death  of 
the  seller  or  donor,  to  or  for  such  support,  use, 
or  benefit;  aind  also  every  devise  of  goods  or 
chattels,  to  or  for  the  support,  use,  or  benefit  of 
any  minister,  public  teacher,  or  preacher  of  the 
Gospelj  as  such,  or  any  religious  sect,  order,  or 
denomination,  shall  be  void ;  except  always  any 
gift,  sale,  or  devise  of  land  te  a  church,  religious 
society  or  congregation,  <&r  to  any  person  or  per-* 
sons  in  trust  for  the  use  of  a  chwrcb,  religious 
society  or  congregation,  whether  incorporated 
or  not,  for  the  uses  and  purposes,  and  within  the 
limitations  of  the  next  preceding  clause  of  this 
Article: 

14-.  That  all  elections  ought  to  be  free  and 
open : 

15.  That  courts  of  justice  ought  to  be  open  to 
every  person,  and  certain  remedy  afforded  for 
every  injury  to  persui!,  property,  or  charact-er  ; 
and  "that  right  oud  justice  ought  to  be  adminis- 
tered without  sale,  denial,  or  delay: 

16.  That  no  private  property  ought  to  be  taken 
or  applied  to  public  use,  without  just  compen- 
satiou : 

lY.  That  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  re- 
main inviolate: 

IS.  J  hat  in  all  criminal  prosecutions  the  ac- 
cused has  the  right  to  be  heard  by  himself  and 
his  counsel ;  to  demand  the  nature  and  cause  of 
accusation ;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  wit- 
nesses in  hia  favor ;  to  meet  the  witnesses  against 
him  face  to  face;  and,  in  prosecutions  ou  pre- 
sentment or  indictment,  to  a  speedy  trial  by  an 
impartial  jury  of  the  vicinage;  that  the  accused 
cannot  be  compelled  to  give  evidence  against 
himself,  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  prop- 
erty, but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the 
law  of  the  land : 

19.  'J'hat  no  person,  after  having  been  once  ac 
quitted  by  a  jury,  can,  for  the  same  offense,  be 
again  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  liberty  ;  but  if, 
in  any  criminal  prosecution,  the  jury  be  divi- 
ded in  opinion,  the  court  before  which  the  trial 
shall  be  had  may,  in  its  discretion,  discharge 
the  jury,  and  commit  or  bail  the  accused  for 
trial  at  the  next  term  of  said  court: 

20.  That  all  persons  shall  be  bailUble  by  suffi- 
cient sureties,  except  for  capital  ofiTensea,  when 
the  proof  is  evident  or  the  presumption  great: 

21.  That  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required, 
nor  excessive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unu- 
sual punishments  inflicted: 

22.  That  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  TiaJjeas 
corpus  cannot  be  suspended,  unless  when,  in  ca- 
ses of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety 
may  require  it: 


23.  ITiat  the  people  ought  to  be  secure  in  their 
persons,  papers,  houses,  and  effects,  from  unrea- 
sonable searches  and  seizures  ;  and  no  warrant 
to  search  any  place,  or  seize  any  person  or  thing, 
can  issue,  without  describing  the  place  to  be 
searched,  or  the  perse  n  or  thing  to  be  seized,  as 
nearly  as  may  bo;  nor  without  probable  cause, 
supported  by  oath  or  affirmation: 

24.  J  hat  no  person  can,  for  an  indictable  of- 
fense, be  proceeded  against  criminaliy  by  infor- 
mation, except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or 
naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual 
service  in  the  lime  of  war  or  public  ganger,  or, 
by  leave  of  court,  for  oppression  or  misdemeanor 
in  office: 

25.  That  treason  against  the  State  can  consist 
only  in  levying  war  against  it,  or  in  adhering  to  ' 
its  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort: 

26.  ILat  no  person  ca-  be  attainted  of  treason 
or  felony  hy  the  General  Assembly  ;  that  no  con- 
viction can  work  corruption  of  blood;  that 
there  can  be  no  forfeiture  of  estate  for  any 
crime,  except  treason;  and  that  the  estates  of 
such  persons  as  may  destroy  their  own  lives 
shall  descend  or  vest,  as  in  cases  of  natural 
death :  # 

.27.  'ihattbe  free  communication  of  thoughts 
and  opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  oj 
man,  and  that  every  person  may  freely  speak, 
write,  and  print  on  any  subject,  being  responsi- 
ble for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty:  that  in  all 
proseculions  for  libel,  the  truth  thereof  may  be 
given  in  evidence,  and  the  jury  may  determine 
the  law  and  the  facts,  under  the  direction  of  the 
court : 

28.  '  I'hdii  no  ex  poet  facto  \ic\y,  nor  law  impair- 
ing the  obligation  ot  contracts,  or  retrospective 
in  its  operation,  can  be  passed : 

29.  That  iniprisoameut  for  debt  cannot  exist 
in  this  Staie,  except  for  fines  or  penalties  im- 
posed for  violation  of  law: 

80.  ')  hat  all  property  subject  to  taxation  ought 
to  be  taxed  in  proportion  l?  its  value : 

51.  .;hat  no  title  of  nobility,  or  hereditary 
emolument,  privilege,  or  distinction,  can  be 
granted : 

52.  J  hat  the  military  is,  and,  in  all  cases  and 
at  all  times,  ought  to  be,  in  strict  subordination 
to  the  civil  power;  that  no  soldier  can,  in  time 
of  pe  ice,  be  quartered  in  any  house  without  the 
consent  of  the  owner;  nor  in  time  of  war,  but 
in  such  manner  as  may  be- prescribed  by  law; 
nor  can  any  appropriation  for  the  support  of  an 
army  be  made  for  a  longer  period  than  two 
years. 

AKTICLE  il. 

RIGHT  OF  SUFFRAGE. 

Section  1.  All  elections  by  the  people  shall  be 
by  ballot.  Ko  electioK  shall  continue  longer 
than  one  day,  excrpt  as  provided  in  the  twenty- 
first  section  of  this  Article. 

Sec.  2.  General  elections  shall  be  held  bienni- 
ally, ou  the  J  uesduy  next  after  the  first  Monday 
in  November,  'i  he  first  general  election  under 
ihis  Constitution  shall^be  held  on  that  day,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
six.  Shoulii  Congress  direct  the  appointment 
of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States  on  any  other  day  than  that 
now  established,  the  General  Assemblj'^  may 
change  the  time  of  holding  general  elections,  so 
as  to  provide  for  holding  tueui  on  the  day  which 
may  be  designated  by  Congress  for  that  par- 
pose,  and  on  the  corresponding  day  two  years 
thereafter.    No  special  election,  State,  county 
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or  manicipal,  shall  be  appointed  to  be  held  on 
a  Monday. 

Sec.  S.  At  any  election  held  by  the  people  un- 
der this  Constitution,  or  in  pursuance  of  any 
law  of  this  State,  or  under  any  ordinance  or  by- 
law of  any  municipal  corporation,  no  person 
shall  be  deemed  a  qualified  voter,  who  has  ever 
been  in  armed  hostility  to  the  United  States,  or 
to  the  lawful  authorities  thereof,  or  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  this  State ;  or  has  ever  given  aid, 
comfort,  countenance,  or  support  to  persons  en- 
gaged in  any  such  hostility  ;  or  has  ever,  in  any 
manner,  adhered  to  the  enemies,  foreign  or  do- 
mestic, of  the  United  States,  either  by  contribu- 
ting to  them,  or  by  unlawfully  sending  within 
their  lines,  money,  goods,  letters,  or  informa- 
tion ;  or  has  ever  disloyally  held  communication 
with  such  enemies ;  or  has  ever  advised  or  aid- 
ed any  peraon  to  enter  the  service  of  such  ene- 
mies :  or  has  ever,  by  act  or  word,  manifested 
his  adherence  to  the  cause  of  such  enemies,  or 
his  desire  for  their  triumph  over  the  arms  of  the 
United  States,  or  his  sympathy  with  those  en- 
gaged in  exciting  or  carrying  on  rebellion 
against  the  United  States  ;  or  has  ever,  except 
under  overpowering  compulsion, ^submitted  to 
the  authority,  or  been  in  the  service  of  the  so- 
called  "Confederate  States  of  America;"  or  has 
ever  left  this  State,  and  gone  within  the  lines  of 
the  armies  of  the  so-called  "  Confederate  States 
of  America,"  with  the  purpose  of  adhering  to 
said  States  or  armies ;  or  has  ever  been  a  mem- 
ber of,  or  connected  with,  any  order,  society,  or 
organization,  inimical  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  to  the  Government  of  this 
State;  or  has  ever  been  engaged  in  guerrilla 
warfare  against  loyal  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  that  description  of  marauding  com- 
monly known  as  "bushwhacking;"  or  has  ever 
knowingly  and  willingly  harbored,  aided,  or 
countenanced  any  person  so  engaged;  or  has 
ever  come  into  or  left  this  State,  for  the  purpose 
of  avoiding  enrollment  for  or  draft  into  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States ;  or  has 
ever,  with  a  view  to  avoid  enrollment  in  the 
militia  of  this  State,  or  to  escape  the  perform- 
ance of  duty  therein,  or  for  any  other  purpose, 
enrolled  himself,  or  authorized  himself  to  be, 
enrolled,  by  or  before  any  officer,  as  disloyal,  or 
as  a  Southern  sympathizer,  or  in  any  other 
terms  indicating  his  disaffection  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  in  its  contest  with  re- 
bellion, or  his  sympathy  with  those  engaged  in 
such  rebellion ;  or,  havino-  ever  voted  at  any 
election  by  the  people  in  this  State,  or  in  any 
other  of  the  United  States  or  in  any  of  their 
Territories,  oivheld  office  in  this  State,  or  in  any 
other  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  of  their 
Territories,  or  under  the  United  States,  shall 
thereafter  have  sought  or  received,  under  claim 
of  alienage,  the  protection  of  any  foreign  gov- 
ernmentj  through  any  consul  or  other  officer 
thereof,  iu  order  to  secure  exemption  from  mili- 
tary Auty  in  the  militia  of  this  State,  or  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States :  nor  shall  any  such 
person  be  capable  of  holding  in  this  State,  any 
office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit  under  its  author- 
ity; or  of  being  an  officer,  councilman,  director, 
trustee,  or  other  manager  of  any  corporation, 
public  or  private,  now  existing  or  hereafter  es- 
tablished by  its  authority ;  or  of  acting  as  a 
professor  or  teacher  in  any  educational  institu- 
tion, or  in  any  common  or  other  school ;  or  of 
holding  any  real  estate  or  other  property  in 
trust  for  the  use  of  any  church,  religious 
society  or.  congregation.    But  the  foregoing 


provisions    in    relation  to   acts   done  against 
the   United   States    shall    not    apply    to    any 

Eerson  not  a  citizen  thereof,  who  shall 
ave  committed  such  acts  while  in  the  service 
of  some  foreign  country  at  war  with  the  United 
States,  and  who  has,  since  such  acte,  been  natur- 
alized, or  may  hereafter  be  naturalized,  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States;  and  the  oath  of 
loyalty  hereinafter  prescribed,  when  taken  by 
any  such  person,  shall  be  considered  as  taken 
in  such  sense. 

Sec.  4.  Ihe  General  Assembly  shall  immedi- 
ately provide  by  law  for  a  comjplete  and  uniform 
registration,  by  election  districts,  of  the  names 
df  qualified  voters  iu  this  State;  which  regis- 
tration shall  be  evidence  of  the  qualification  of 
all  registered  voters  to  vote  at  any  election 
thereafter  held;  but  no  person  shall  be  exclu- 
ded from  voting  at  any  election,  on  account  of 
not  being  registered,  until  the  General  Assem- 
bly shall  have  passed  an  act  of  registration, 
and  the  same  shall  have  been  carried  into  ef- 
fect; cfter  which,  no  person  shall  vote,  unless 
his  name  shall  have  been  registered,  at  least  ten 
days  before  the  day  of  the  election ;  and  the 
fact  of  such  registration  shall  be  no  otherwise 
shown,  than  by  the  register,  or  an  authentic 
copy  thereof,  certified  to  the  judges  of  election 
by  the  registering  officer  or  officers,  or  other 
constituted  authority.  A  new  registration  shall 
be  made  within  sixty  days  next  preceding  the 
tenth  day  prior  to  every  biemual  general  elec- 
tion ,  and  after  it  shall  have  been  made,  no  per- 
son shall  establish  his  right  to  vote,  by  the  fact 
of.  his  name  appearing  on  any  previous  regis- 
ter. 

Sec.  5.  Until  such  a  system  of  registration 
shall  have  been  established,  every  person  shall, 
at  the  time  of  ofi'ering  to  vote,  and  before  his 
vote  shall  be  received,  take  an  oath  in  the 
terms  prescribed  in  the  next  succeeding  section. 
After  such  a  system  shall  have  been  established, 
the  said  oath  shall  be  taken  and  subscribed  by 
the  voter  at  each  time  of  his  registration.  Any 
person  declining  to  take  said  oath  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  vote,  or  to  be  registered  as  a  qualified 
voter.  The  taking  thereof  shall  not  be  deemed 
conclusive  evidence  of  the  right  of  the  person  to 
vote,  or  to  be  registered  as  a  voter ;  but  such 
right  may,  notwitstanding,  be  disproved.  And 
after  a  system  of  registration  shall  have  been  es- 
tablished, all  evidence  for  and  against  the  right 
of  any  person  as  a  qualified  voter,  shall  be  heard 
and  passed  upon  by  the  registering  officer  or  offi- 
cers, and  not  by  thejudges  of  election.  The  reg- 
istering officer  or  olhcers  shall  keep  a  register  of 
the  names  of  persons  rejected  as  voters,  and  the 
same  shall  be  certified  to  thejudges  of  election ; 
and  they  shall  receive  the  ballot  of  any  such  re- 
jected voter  offering  to  vote,  marking  the  same, 
and  certifying  the  vote  thereby  given,  as  re- 
jected; but  no  such  vote  shall  be  received, 
unless  the  party  ofi'ering  it  take,  at  the  time,  the 
oath  of  loyalty  hereiaafter  prescribed. 

Sec.  6.  The  oath  to  be  taken  as  aforesaid  shall 
be  known  as  the  Oath  of  Loyalty,  and  shall  be 
in  the  following  terms: 

"  1,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear,  that  I  am  well 
acquainted  with  the  terms  of  the  third  section 
of  the  second  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  adopted  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  have  carefully  con- 
sidered the  same ;  that  I  have  never,  directly  or 
indirectly,  done  any  of  the  acts  in  said  section 
specified;  that  I  have  always  been  truly  and 
loyally  on  the  side  of  the  United  States  against 
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all  enemies  thereof,  foreign  and  domestic ;  that 
I  will  bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the 
tJnited  States,  and  will  support  the  Constitution 
and  laws  thereof,  as  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  any  law  or  ordinance  of  any  State  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding;  that  I  will,  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  protect  and  defend  the  Union 
of  the  tJnited  States,' and  not  allow  the  same 
to  be  broken  up  and  dissolved,  or  the  Govern- 
ment thereof  to  be  destroyed  or  overthrown, 
under  any  circiimstances,  if  in  my  power  to  pre- 
vent it ;  that  I  will  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  (State  of  Missouri ;  and  that  I  make  this  oath 
without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion,  a^d 
hold  it  to  be  biading  on  me." 

Sec.  Y.  'Within  sixty  days  after  this  Constitu- 
tion takes  etfect,  every  person  in  this  State, 
holding  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit  un- 
der the  Constitution  or  laws  thereof,  or  under 
any  municipal  corporation,  or  any  of  the  other 
offices,  positions,  or  trusts  mentioned  in  the 
third  section  of  this  Article,  shall  take  and  sub- 
scribe the  said  oath.  If  any  officer  or  person 
referred  to  in  this  section  shall  fail  to  com- 
ply with  the  requirements  tiiereof,  his  office, 
position,  or  trust  shal\,ij>eo/acto,  become  vacant, 
and  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  according  to  the 
law  governing  the  case. 

Sec.  8.  Ko  vote  in  any  election  by  the  people 
shall  be  cast  up  for,  nor  shall  any  certificate  of 
election  be  granted  to,  any  person,  who  shall 
not,  within  fifteen  days  next  preceding  such 
election,  have  taken,  subscribed,  and  filed  said 
oath. 

Sec  9.  Ko  person  shall  assume  the  duties  of 
any  State,  county,  city,  town,  or  other  office,  to 
which  he  may  be  appointed,  otherwise  than  by 
a  vote  of  the  people  ;.nor  shall  any  person,  after 
the  expiration  of  sixty  days  after  this  Constitu- 
tion takes  etfect,  be  permitted  to  practise  as  an 
attorney  or  counsellor  at  law;  nor,  after  that 
time,  shall  any  person  be  competent  as  a  bishop, 
priest,  de  aeon,  minister,  elder,  or  Other  clergy- 
man of  any  religious  persuasion,  sect,  or  denom- 
ination, to  teach,  or  preach,  or  solemnize  mar- 
riages, unless  such  person  shall  have  first  taken, 
Bubscribedi  and  filed  said  oath. 

Sec.  10.  Oaths  taken  in  pursuance  of  the  sev- 
enth, eighth,  and  ninth  sections  of  thig  Article, 
shall  be  filed  as  follows:  By  a  State  civil  officer, 
or  a  candidate  for  a  State  civil  office,  and  by 
members  and  officers  of  the  present  General  As- 
sembly, in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State ;  by 
a  military  officer,  in  the  office  of  the  Adjutant 
General ;  by  a  candidate  for  either  house  of  the 
General  Assembly,  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the 
County  Court  of  the  county  of  his  residence,  or 
in  that  of  the  county  where  the  vote  of  the  dis- 
trict is  required  by  law  to  be  cast  up,  and  the 
certificate  of  election  granted ;  by  a  city  or 
town  officer,  in  the  office  where  the  archives  of 
euch  city  or  town  are  kept;  and  in  all  other 
cases,  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  County 
Court  of  the  county  of  the  person's  residence. 

Seo.  11.  Every  court  in  which  any  person  shall 
be  summoned  to  serve  as  a  grand  or  petit  juror, 
shall  require  him,  before  he  is  sworn  as  a  juror, 
to  take  said  oath  in  open  court;  and  no  per- 
son refusing  to  take  the  same  shall  serve  as  a 
juror. 

Seo.  12.  If  any  person  shall  declare  that  he  has 
conscientious  scruples  against  taking  an  oath, 
or  swearipg  in  any  form,  the  said  oath  may  be 
changed  into  a  solemn  affirmation,  and  be  made 
by  him  in  that  form. 

Sec.  18.  In  addition  to  the  oath  of  loyalty 


aforesaid,  every  person  who  may  be  elected  or 
appointed  to  any  office,  shall,  before  entering 
upon  its  duties,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or 
affirmation,  that  he  will,  to  the  best  of  his  skill 
and  ability,  diligently  and  faithfully,  without 
partiality  or  prejudice,  discharge  the  duties  of 
such  office  according  to  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  this  State. 

Sec.  14.  Whoever  shall,  after  the  times  limited 
in  the  seventh  and  ninth  sections  of  this  Article, 
hold  or  exercise  any  of  the  offices,  positions, 
trusts,  professions,  or  functions  therein  speci- 
fied, without  having  taken,  subscribed;  and  filed 
said  oath  of  loyalty,  shall,  on  conviction  there- 
of, be  punished  by  fine,  not  less  thaH  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county 
jail  not  less  than  six  months,  or  by  both  such 
fine  and  imprisonment;  and  whoever  shall  take 
said  oath  falsely,  by  swearing  or  by  affirmation, 
shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  adjudged  guilty 
of  perjury,  and  be  punished  by  imprisonment  in 
the  penitentiary  not  less  than  tVo  years. 

Sec.  15.  Whoever  shall  be  convicted  of  hav- 
ing, directly  or  indiricely,  given  or  offered  any 
bribe,  to  procure  his  election  or  appointment 
to  any  office,shall  be  disqualified  for  any  office 
of  honor,  trust  or  profit  under  this  State ;  and 
whoever  shall  give  or  offer  any  bribe  to  pro- 
cure the  election  or  appointment  of  any  other 
person  to  any  office,  shall,  on  cojiviction  there- 
of, be  disqualified  for  a  voter,  or  any  office  of 
honor,  trust,  or  profit  under  this  State,  for  ten 
years  after  such  conviction. 

Sec  16.  No  officer,  soldier,  or  marine  in  the 
regular  army  or  navy  of  the  ITnited  States,  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  election  in  this  State. 

Sec-  17.  No  person  who  shall  make,  or  be- 
come, directly  or  indirectly,  interested  in,  any 
bet  or  wager  depending  upon  the  result  of  any 
election,  shall  vote  at  such  election. 

Sec  18.  Every  white  male  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  every  white  male  person  of 
foreign  birth  who  may  have  declared  his  inten- 
tion to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  law,  not  less  than  one  year  nor 
mere  than  five  years  before  he  offers  to  vote, 
who  is  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  is 
not  disqualified  by  or  under  any  of  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Constitution,  and  who  shall  have 
complied  with  its  requirements,  and  have 
resided  in  this  State  one  year  next  preceding 
any  election,  or  next  preceding  his  registration 
as  a  voter,  and  during  the  last  sixty  days  of 
that  period  shall  have  resided  in  the  county, 
city,  or  town  where  he  offers  to  vote,  or  seeks 
registration  as  a  voter,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
at  such  election,  for  all  officers.  State,  county,  or 
municipal,  made  elective  by  the  people ;  but  he 
shall  not  vote  elsewhere  than  in  the  election 
district  of  which  he  is  at  that  time  a  resident, 
or,  after  a  system  of  registration  of  votes  shall 
have  been  established,  in  the  election  district 
where  his  name  is  registered  ;  except  as  provi- 
ded in  the  twenty-first  section  of  this  Article. 

Sec  19.  After  the  first  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  every 
person  who  was  not  a  qualified  voter  prior  to 
that  time,  shall,  in  addition  to  the  other  qualifi- 
cations required,  be  able  to  read  and  write,  in 
order  to  become  a  qualified  voter ;  unless  his 
inability  to  read  or  write  shall  be  the  result  of 
a  physical  disability. 

Sec  20.  For  the  purpose  of  voting,  no  person 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  gained  or  lost  a  resi- 
dence, by  reason  of  his  presence  or  absence 
while  employed  in  the  service  oLthe  United 
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States,  nor  while  engaged  in  the  navigation  of 
the  waters  of  this  State,  or  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  the  high  seas ;  nor  while  a  student  in  any 
seminary  of  learning ;  nor  while  kept  at  any 
,  poor-house,  or  other  asylum,  at  public  expense ; 
nor  while  confined  in  any  public  prison. 

Sec.  21.  Any  qualified  voter  under  the  eigh- 
\  teenth  section  of  this  Article,  who  may  be  ab- 
\  sent  from  the  place  of  his  residence,  by  reason 
I  of  being  in  the  volunteer  army  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  the  militia  force  of  this  State,  in 
the  service  thereof,  or  of  the  United  States, 
whether  within  or  without  the  State,  shall,  with- 
out registration^  be  entitled  to  vote  in  an.y  elec- 
tion occurring  during  such  absence.  The  votes 
of.  all  such  persons,  wherever  they  may  be,  may 
be  taken  on  the  day  fixed  by  law  for  such  elec- 
tion, or  on  any  day  or  days  within  twenty  days 
next  prior  thereto ;  and  the  General  Assembly 
shall  provide  by  law  for  the  taking,  return,  and 
counting  of  such  votes.  Every  such  person 
shall  take  the  same  oath  that  all  other  voters 
may  be  required  to  take,  in  order  to  vote. 

Sec.  22.  Voters  shall,  in  all  cases,  except  trea- 
son, felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privi- 
leged from  arrest  during  their  continuance  at 
*  elections,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from 
the  same. 

Sec.  28.  Any  person  who  may  at  any  time  have 
done  any  act,  which,  under  the  third  section  of 
this^Article,  has  disqualified  or  may  disqualify 
him,  as  therein  expressed,  and  who  shall,  after  the 
commission  of  such  act,  have  voluntarily  en- 
tered the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  have  been  honorably  discharged  therefrom, 
and  after  such  discharge  have  demeaned  him- 
self in  all  respects  as  a  loyal  and  faithful  citi- 
zen, may  be  relieved  from  such  disqualifica- 
tion. In  order  thereto,  he  shall,  in  person, 
present  his  petition  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
county  of  his  residence,  stating  specifically  the 
act  or  acts  which  produced  such  disqaalifica- 
tion,  and  the  ground  upon  which  he  prays  to  be 
relieved  therefrom ;  and  the  court  shall  set  a 
day  for  hearing  the  cause,  not  less  than  five  days 
after  the  presentation  of  the  petition;  when,  if 
it  appear  by  competent  proof  that  the  petitioner 
is  justly  entitled  to  the  relie*"  prayed  for,  the 
court  shall  make  a  decree  removing  such  dis- 
qualification. But  any  act  done  by  such  person 
after  the  date  of  such  decree,  which  would  im^- 
pose  a  disqualification  under  said  third  section 
of  this  Article,  shall  make  such  decree  null 
and  void,  and  remit  him  to  his  previous  condi- 
tion of  disqualification;  and  no  such  decree 
shall  be  granted  a  second  time  in  his  favor. 

Sec.  24.  After  any  person  shall  have  been  so 
relieved  by  the  decree  of  a  Circuit  Court,  he 
shall,  in  order  to  vote,  or  hold  any  of  the  ofiices, 
positions,  or  trusts,  or  exercise  any  of  the 
privileges  or  functions  hereinbefore  specified, 
take  the  oath  of  loyalty  aforesaid,  except  the 
part  thereof  whieh  refers  ti  the  third  section  of 
this  Article  and  to  the  past  acts  or  loyalty  of  the 
person  taking  the  oath. 

Sec.  25.  After  the  first  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-one,  and 
until  the  date  hereinafter  named,  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  have  power,  if  a  majority  of  all 
the  members  elected  to  both  houses  concur 
therein,  to  suspend  or  repeal  any  part  of  the 
third,  fifth,  and  sixth  sections  of  this  Article,  so 
far  as  the  same  relate  to  the  qualifications  of 
voters,  but  no  farther.  After  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five, the  General  Assembly  may  wholly 


suspend  or  repeal  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth, 
eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  sec- 
tions of  this  Article,  or  any  part  thereof,  if  a 
like  majority  of  both  houses  coocur  therein. 
But  no  such  suspension  or  repeal  shall  have  the 
effect  of  dispensing  with  the  taking,  by  every 
person  elected  or  appointed  to  any  office  in  this 
State,  of  so  much  of  the  oaT;h  of  loyalty  afore- 
said as  follows  the  word  "domestic."  Qn  the 
passage  of  any  bill,  suspending  or  repealing  any 
of  said  sections,  or  any  jjart  thereof,  the  votes 
of  both  houses  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  entered  on  the  journals  of  the  houses,  res- 
pectively. The  General  Assembly  shall  also 
have  power,  at  any  time,  to  remove  any  such 
suspension  or  repeal,  and  reinstate  the  provi- 
sions suspended  or  repealed,  in  full  force  and 
effect  as  a  part  of  this  Constitution.  Every  sus- 
pension or  repeal  made  in  pursuance  of  this 
section,  shall  be  general  in  its  terms,  and  not  in 
any  case  in  favor  of  any  named  person;  but  the 
General  Assembly  may  except  from  the  benefit 
of  such  suspension  or  repeal  any  person,  or 
class  of  persons,  it  may  see  fit. 

Sec.  26.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide 
for  the  exclusion  from  every  office  of  honor, 
trust,  or  profit  within  this  State,  and  from  the 
right  of  sufl"rage,  of  any  person  convicted  of 
bribery,  perjury,  or  other  infamous  crime. 

ARTICLE  III. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  POWERS. 

The  powers  of  government  shall  be  divided 
into  three  distinct  departments,  each  of  which 
shall  be  confided  to  a  separate  magistracy ;  and 
no  person  charged  with  the  exercise  of  powers 
properly  belonging  to  one  of  those  depart- 
ments, shall  exercise  any  power  properly  be- 
longing to  either  ef  the  others,  except  in  instan- 
ces hereinafter  expressly  directed  or  permitted. 

AETICLE  IV. 

LEGISLATIVE    DBP^TMENT. 

Section  1.  The  legislative  power  shall  be  vest- 
ed in  a  General  Assembly,  which  shall  consist 
of  a  Senate  and  a  House  of  Eepresentatives. 

Seo.  2.  The  House  of  Eepresentatives  shall  con- 
sist of  members  to  be  chosen,  every  second  year, 
by  th^  qualified  voters  of  the  several  counties, 
and  apportioned  in  the  following  manner : 

The  ratio  of  representation  shall  be  ascer- 
tained at  each  apportioning  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  by  dividing  the  whole  number 
of  permanent  inhabitants  of  the  State  by  the . 
number  two  hundred.  Each  county  having  one 
ratio,  or  less,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  Eepresen- 
tative ;  each  county  having  three  times  said  ra- 
tio shall  be  entitled  to  two  Eepresentatives; 
each  county  having  six  times  said  ratio.shall  be 
entitled  to  three  Eepresentatives;  and  so  on 
above  that  number,  giving  one  additional  mem- 
ber for  every  three  additional  ratios.  When 
Any  county  shall  be  entitled  to  more  than  one 
Eepresentative,  the  County  Court  shall  cause 
said  county  to  be  subdivided  into  as  many  com- 
pact and  convenient  districts  as  such  county 
may  be  entitled  to  Eepresentatives ;  which  dis- 
tricts shall  be,  as  near  as  may  be,  of  equal  pop- 
ulation ;  and  the  qualified  voters  of  ea^h  of 
such  districts  shall  elect  one  Eepresentative, 
who  shall  be  a  resident  of  such  district. 

Sec  8.  No  person  shall  be  a  member  wf  the 
House  of  Eepresentatives,  who  shall  not  have 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-four  years ;  who  shall 
not  be  a  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States ; 
who  shall  not  have  been  a  qualified  voter  of  this 
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State  two  years,  and  an  inhabitant  of  the  county 
which  he  may  be  chosen  to  represent  one  year, 
next  before  the  day  of  his  election,  if  such 
county  shall  have  been  so  long  established ;  but 
if  not,  then  of  the  county  from  which  the  same 
shall  nave  been  taken ;  and  who  shall  not  have 
paid  a  State  and  county  tax. 

Sec.  4.  The  Senate  shall  consist  of  thirty-four 
members,  to  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  voters 
for  four  years ;  for  the  election  of  whom  the 
State  shall  be  divided  into  convenient  districts. 

Sec.  5.  No  person  shall  be  a  Senator,  wh^  shall 
not  have  attained  the  a^e  of  thirty  years ;  who 
shall  not  be  a  white  male  citizen  t)f  the  United 
States;  who  shall  not  have  been  a  qualified 
voter  of  this  State  three  years,  and  an  inhabi- 
tant of  the  district  which  he  may  be  chosen  to 
represent  one  year,  next  before  the  day  of  his 
election,  if  such  district  shall  have  been  so  long 
established  ;  but  if  not,  then  of  the  district  or 
districts  from  which  the  same  shall  have  been 
taken  ;  and  who  shall  not  have  paid  a  State  and 
county  tax.  When  any  county  shall  be  entitled 
-to  more  than  one  Senator,  the  County  Court 
shall  cause  such  county  to  be  subdivided  into 
as  many  compact  and  convenient  districts  as 
such  county  may  be  entitled  to  Senators ;  which 
districts  shall  be,  as  near  as  may  be,  ®f  equal 
population  ;  and  the  qualified  voters  oi  each  of 
such  districts  shall  elect  one  Senator,  who  shall 
be  a  resident  of  such  district. 

Sec.  6.  Senators  shall  be  apportioned  among 
their  respective  districts,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
according  to  the  number  of  permanent  inhab- 
itants in  each. 

Sec  7.  Senators  aqd  Representatives  shall  be 
chosen  according  to  the  rule  of  apportionment 
established  in  this  Constitution,  until  the  next 
decennial  census  takea  by  the  United  States 
shall  have  been  made,  and  the  result  thereof  as 
to  this  State  ascertained,  when  the  apportion- 
ment shall  be  revised  and  adjusted  on  the  basis 
of  that  census.  In*the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  every  tenth  year 
thereafter,  there  shall  be  taken^  under  the  au 
thority  of  this  State,  a  census  of  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof;  and  after  every  such  census  the 
apportionment  of  Senators  and  Representatives 
may  be  based  thereon,  until  the  next  su*;ceed- 
ing  National  census ;  after  which  it  may  be 
based  upon  the  National  census,  until  the  next 
succeeding  decennial  State  census;  and  so  on, 
from  time  to  time,  the  eniunerations  made  by 
the  United  States  and  this  State  shall  be  used,  as 
they  respectively  occur,  as  the  basis  of  appor- 
tionment. 

Sec.  8.  Senatorial  and  Representative  districts 
may  be  altered,  from  time  to  time,  as  public 
convenience  may  require.  When  any  Senato- 
rial district  shall  be  composed  of  two  or  more 
counties,  they  shall  be  contiguous. 

Sec.  9.  The  first  election  of  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives under  this  Constitution  shall  be 
held  at  the  general  election  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six,  when  the 
whole  number  of  Senators  and  Representatives 
shall  be  chosen. 

Sbc.  10.  At  the  regular  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  chosen  at  said  election,  the  Senators 
shall  be  divided  into  two  equal  classes.  Those 
elected  from  districts  bearing  odd  numbers 
.  shall  compose  tbe  first  class,  and  those  elected 
from  districts  bearing  even  numbers  shall  com- 
pose the  second  class.  The  seats  of  the  first 
class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  end  of  the  second 
year  after  the  day  of  said  election,  and  those  of 


the  second  class  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  year 
after  that  day;  so  that  one-half  of  the  Senators 
shall  be  chosen  every  second  year.  In  district- 
ing any  county  for  the  election  of  Senators,  the 
districts  shall  be  numbered,  so  as  to  efi'ectuate 
the  division  of  Senators  into  classes,  as  re- 
quired in  this  section. 

Sec.  11.  No  member  of  Congress,  or  person 
holding  any  lucrative  office  wnder  tlie  United 
States  or  this  State,  (militia  ofBcers,  justices  of 
the  peace,  and  notaries  public  excepted,)  shall 
be  eligible  to  either  House  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, or  shall  remain  a  member  thereof,  after 
having,  accepted  any  such  oflSce,  or  a  seat  in 
either  house  of  C^ongress. 

Sec.  12.  No  person  who  now  is,  or  may  here- 
after be,  a  collector  or  holder  of  public  money, 
or  assistant  or  deputy  of  such  collector  or  hold- 
er of  public  money,  shall  be  eligible  to  either 
house  of  the  General  Assembly,  until  he  shall 
have  accounted  for  and  paid  all  sums  for  which 
he  may  be  accountable. 

Sec.  13.  If  any  Senator  or  Representative  re- 
move his  residence  from  the  district  or  county 
for  which  he  was  elected,  his  office  shall  there- 
by be  vacated. 

Sec  14.  The  Governor  shall  issue  writs  of 
election  to  fill  such  vacancies  as  may  occur  in 
either  house  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Shc.  15.  No  Senator  or  Representative  shall, 
during  the  term  for  whicn  he  shall  have  been 
elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under 
this  State,  which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the 
emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been  increased, 
during  his  continuance  in  office  as  a  Senator  or 
Representative,  except  to  such  offices  as  shall  fee 
filled  by  elections  of  the  people. 

Sec  16.  Senators  and  Representatives  shall, 
in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of 
the  peace,  be  privileged  trom  arrest,  during 
the  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  for 
fifteen  days  next  before  the  commenceftient  and 
after  the  termination  of  each  session  ;  and  for 
any  speech  or  debate  in  either  house,  they  fhall 
not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

Sec.  17.  The  members  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly shall  severally  receive  from  the  public 
Treasury  such  comi^ensation  for  their  services 
as  may, "from  time  to  time,  be  provided  by  law ; 
but  no  law  increasing  such  compensation  shall 
take  effect  in  favor  of  the  members  of  the 
General  Assembly  by  which  the  same  shall  have 
been  passed. 

Sec  is.  A  majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
members  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quo- 
rum to  do  business  :  but  a  smaller  number  may 
adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  compel  the 
attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner 
and  under  such  penalties  as  each  house  may 
provide.   - 

Sec  19.  Each  house  shall  appoint  its  own  offi- 
cers ;  shall  judge  of  the  qualifications,  elections, 
and  returns  of  its  own  members;  may  deter- 
mine tbe  rules  of  its  proceedings ;  may  arrest 
and  punish  by  fine,  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  a  county  jail 
not  exceeding  ten  days,  or  both,  any  person  not 
a  member,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  disrespect  to 
the  house,  by  any  disorderly  or  contempttious 
behavior  in  its  presence,  during  its  session ; 
may  punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behavior; 
and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  all 
the  members  elected,  may  expel  a  member ;  but 
no  member  shall  be  expelled  a  second  time  for 
the  same  cause. 

Bbc.  20.  Each  house  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
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publish  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  except 
such  parts  thereof  as  may,  ia  itsopinion,  require 
secrecy  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  on  any  question 
shall  be  taken,  and  entered  on  the  journal,  at 
the  desire  of  any  two  members.  Whenever  the 
yeas  and  nays  are  demanded,  the  whole  list  of 
members  shall  be  called,  and  the  names  of  ab- 
sentees shall  be  noted,  and  published  with  the 
journal. 

Sec.  21.  The  sessions  of  each  house  shall  be 
held  with  open  doors,  except  in  cases  which  may 
require  secrecy. 

Sec.  22.  Neither  house  shall,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  two 
days  at  any  one  time,  nor  to  any  other  place 
than  that  in  which  the  two  houses  may.  be 
sitting. 

Sec.  23.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  house, 
and  maybe  altered,  amended,  or  rejected  Jjy  the 
other;  and  every  bill  shall  be  read  on  three 
different  days  in  each  house,  unless  two-thirds 
of  the  house,  where  the  same  is  pending  shall 
dispense  with  this  rule;  and  every  bill,  having 
passed  both  houses,  shall  be  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Eepi'esentatives,  and  by 
the  President  of  the  Senate. 

Sec.  24.  No  bill  shall  be  passed  unless  by  the 
assent  of  a  majority  of  ail  the  members  elected 
to  each  brancli  of  the  General  Assembly ;  and 
the  question  upon  the  final  passage  shall  be 
taken  immediately  upon  the  last  reading;  and 
the  yea.^  and  nays  shall  be  taken  thereon  and 
entered. upon  the  journal. 

Shc.  25.  No  act  sha.ll  be  revived  or  re-enacted 
by  mere  reference  to  the  title  thereof;  nor  shall 
any  act  be  amended  by  providing  that  designa- 
ted woi'ds  thereof  shall  be  struck  out^  or  that 
designated  words  shall  be  struck  out,and  others 
inserted  in  lieu  thereof;  but  in  every  such  case 
the  act  revived  or  re-enacted,  or  the  act  or  part 
of  act  amended,  shall  be  set  forth  and  published 
at  length,  as  if  it  were  an  original  act  or 
provision. 

Sec.  23.  The  style  of  the  laws  of  this  State 
shall  be — "  £e  it  enacted,  ty  the  General  AssemMy 
of  tlie  State  of  Missouri,  as  follows.''^ 

Sec.  27.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  pass 
special  laws  divorcing  any  named  parties ;  or 
declaring  any  named  person  of  age ;  or  author- 
izing any  named  minor  to  sell,  lease,  or  encum- 
ber his  or  her  property  ;  or  providing  for  the  sale 
of  the  real  estate  of  any  named  minor  or  other 
person,  laboring  uider  legal  disability,  by  any 
executor,  administrator,  guardian,  trustee,  or 
other  person  ;  or  changing  the  name  of  any  per- 
son ;  or  establishing,  locating,  altering  the 
course,  or  affecting  the  construction  of  roads, 
or  the  building  or  repairing  of  bridges ;  or  es- 
tablishing, altering,  or  vacating  any  street, 
avenue,  or  alley  in  any  city  or  town  ;  or  extend- 
ing the  timejor  the  assessment  or  collection  of 
taxes,  or  otherwise  relieving  any  assessor  or 
collector  of  taxes  from  the  due  performance  of 
his_  official  duties  ;  or  giving  effect  to  informal 
or  invalid  wills  or  deeds  ;  or  legalizing,  except 
as  against  the  State,  the  unauthorized  or  invalid 
acts  of  any  officer ;  or  granting  to  any  individ- 
ual or  company  the  right  to  lay  down  railroad 
tracks  in  the  streets  of  any  city  or  town;  or 
exempting  any  property  of  any  named  person 
or  corporation  from  taxation.  The  General 
Assembly  shall  pass  no  special  law  for  any  case 
for  which  provision  can  be  made  by  a  general 
law ;  but  shall  pass  general  laws,  providing,  so 
far  as  it  may  deem  necessary,  for  the  cases  enu- 


merated in  this  section,  and  for  all  other  cases 
where  ageneral  law  can  be  made  applicable. 

Sko.  2S.  The,  General  Assembly  shall  never 
authorize  aay  lottery ;  nor  shall  the  sale  of  lot- 
tery tickets  be  allowed;  nor  shall  any  lottery 
heretofore  authorized  be  permitted  to  be  drawn, 
or  tickets  therein  to  be  sold. 

Sec.  29.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  no 
power  to  make  compensation  for  emancipated 
slaves. 

Sec.  30.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  no 
power  to  remove  the  county  seat  of  any  county, 
unless  two-thirds  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the 
county,  at  a  general  election,  shall  vote  in  favor 
of  such  removal.  No  compensation  or  indem- 
nity for  real  estate,  or  the  improvements  there- 
on, affected  by  such  removal,  shall  be  allowed. 

Sec.  31.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  no 
power  to  establish  any  new  county  with  a  terri- 
tory of  less  than  five  hundred  square  miles,  or 
with  a  population  less  than  the  ratio  of  repre- 
sentation existing  at  the  time;  nor  to  reduce 
any  county  now  established  to  less  than  that 
area,  or  to  less  population  than  such  ratio. 

Sec.  32.  No  law  enacted  by  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  relate  to  more  than  one  subject, 
and  that  shall  be  expressed  in  the  title ;  but  if 
an;^  subject  embraced  in  an  act  be  not  express- 
ed in  the  title,  such  act  shall  be  void  only  as  to 
so  much  thereof  as  is  not  so  expressed. 

Sec  83,  The  General  Assembly  shall  direct, 
by  law,  in  what  manner,  and  in  what  courts, 
suUs  may  be  brought  against  the  State. 

Sec.  34.  "When  any  officer,  civil  or  military, 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  joint  or  concurrent 
vote  of  both  houses,  or  by  the  separate  vote  of 
either  house,  the  votes  shall  be  publicly  given 
viva  voce,  and  entered  on  the  journals. 

Sec.  35.  'The  General  Assembly  elected  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six, 
shall  meet  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven; 
and  thereafter  the  General  Assembly  shall  meet, 
in  regular  session,  once  in  every  two  years; 
and  such  meeting  snail  be  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day of  January,  unless  a  different  day  be  fixed 
by"  law. 

ABTICLE  V. 

executive  department. 

Section  1.  The  supreme  executive  power  shall 
be  vested  in  a  Chief  Magistrate,  who  shall  be 
styled  "The  Governor  of  the  State  of  Missouri." 

Sec.  2.  The  Governor  shall  be  at  least  thirty- 
five  3'ears  old,  a  white  male  citizen  of  the  United 
States  ten  years,  and  a  resident  of  this  State 
seven  years,  next  before  his  election. 

Sec.  3.  The  Governor  ^ected  at  the  general 
election  in  the  j^ear  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight,  and  each  Governor  there- 
after elected,  shall  hoTd  his  office  two  years, 
and  until  a  successor  be  duly  elected  and  quali- 
fied. .  At  the  time  and  place  of  voting  for  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  the  quali- 
fied voters  shall  vote  for  a  Governor  ;  and  when 
two  or  more  persons  have  an  equal  number  of 
votes,  and  a  higher  number  than  any  other  per- 
son, the  election  shall  be  decided  between  them 
by  a  joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  the  General 
Assembly,  at  their  next  session. 

Sec.  4.  The  Governor  sha,ll  not  be  eligible  to 
office  more  than  four  years  in  six. 

Seo.  5.  The  Governor  shall  be  command2r-in- 
chief  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  except  when 
they  shall  be  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States;   but  he  need  not  command  in 
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person,  unless  advised  to  do  so  by  a  resolntion 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  6.  The  Governor  shall  have  the  power  to 
grant  reprieves,  commutations,  and  pardons, 
after  conviction,  for  all  offenses,  except  treason 
and  cases  of  impeachment,  upon  such  condi- 
tions, and  with  such  restrictions  and  limita- 
tions, as  he  may  think  proper,  subject  to  such 
regulations  as  may  be  provided  by  law  relative 
to  the  manner  of'  applying  for  pardons.  He 
shall,  at  each  session  of  the  General  Assembly, 
communicate  to  that  body  each  case  of  reprieve, 
commutation,  or  pardon  granted;  stating  the 
name  of  the  convict,  the  crime  of  Which  he  was 
convicted,  the  sentence  and  its  date,  the  date  of 
the  commutation,  pardon,  or  reprieve,  and 
the  reasons  for  granting  the  same.  He  shall 
take  care  that  the  laws  be  distributed  and  faith- 
fully executed;  and  shall  be  a  conservator  of 
the  peace  throughout  the  State. 

Sec.  7.  The  Gavernor  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
give  to  the  General  Assembly  information  rela- 
tive to  the  state  of  the  Government,  and  shall 
recommend  to  their  consider-ation  such  meas- 
ures as  he  shall  deem  necessary  and  expedient. 
On  extraordinary  occasions  he  may  convene  the 
General  Assembly  by  proclamation ;  wherein  he 
shall  state  specifically  each  matter  concerning 
which  the  action  of  that  body  is  deemed  neces- 
sary ;  *and  the  General  Assembly  shall  have  no 
power,  when  so  convened,  to  act  upon  any  mat- 
ter not  eo  stated  in  the  proclamation. 

Sec.  8.  When  any  office  shall  become  vacant, 
the  Governor,  unless  otherwise  provided  by 
law,»shall  appoint  a  person  to  fill  such  vacancy, 
who  shall  continue  in  office  until  a  successor 
shall  be  duly  elected  or  appointed,  and  qualified, 
according  to  law-  , 

Sec.  9.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  been 
passed  by  both  houses  of  the  General  Assembly, 
•  before  it  becomes  a  law,  shall  be  presented  to 
the  Governor  for  his  approbation.  If  he  ap- 
prove, he  shall  sign  it  ,•  if  not,  he  shall  return  it, 
with  his  objections,  to  the  house  in  which  it 
shall  have  originated;  and  the  house  shall  cause 
the  objections  to  be  entered  at  lar^e  on  its  jour- 
nals, and  shall  proceed  to  reconsider  the  bill. 
After  such  reconsideration^  if  a  majority  of  all 
the  members  elected  to  that  house  shall  agree  to 
pass  the  same,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  the 
objections,  to  the  other  house,  by  which  it  shall, 
in  like  manner,  be  reconsidered;  and  if  ap- 
proved by  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected 
to  that  house,  it  shall  become  a  law.  In  all 
such  cases,  the  votes  of  bath  houses  shall  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the 
members  voting  for  and  against  the  bill  shall 
be  entered  on  the  journals  of  each  house, 
respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned 
by  the  Governor  within  ten  days  (Sundays 
excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to 
him,  the  same  shall  become  a  law,  in  like  man- 
ner as  if  the  Governor  had  signed  it,  unless  the 
General  Assembly,  by  its  adjournment,  shall 
prevent  its  return ;  in  which  case  it  shall  not 
become  a  law,  unless  the  Governor,  after  such 
•adjournment,  and  within  ten  days  after  the  bill 
was  presented  to  him  (Sundays  excepted,)  shall 
sign  and  deposit  the  same  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State ;  in  which  case  it  shall  be- 
come a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  it  had  been 
signed  by  him  during  the  session  of  the  Gene- 
eral?!^88embly. 

Sec.  10.  Every  resolution,  to  which  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresen- 
tatives  may  be  necessary,  except  on  questions 


of  adjournment,  of  going  into  joint  session, 
and  of  amending  this  Constitution,  shall  be 
presented  to  the  Governor ;  and,  before  the  same 
shall  take  effect,  shall  be  proceeded  upon  in  the 
same  manner  as  in  the  case  of  a  bill: 

Sec.  11.  'Jhe  Governor  shall,  at  stated  times, 
receive  for  his  services  an  adequate  salary,  to 
be  fixed  by  law;  which  shall  neither  be  in- 
creased nor  diminishetl  during  his  continuance 
in  office. 

Sec.  12.  There  shall  be  a  Lieutenant-Governor, 
who  shall  be  elected  at  the  same  time,  in  the 
same  manner,  for  the  same  term,  and  shall 
possess  the  same  qualifications,  as  the  Governor. 

Sec.  18,  The  Lieutenant-Governor,  by  virtue^ 
of  bis  office,  shall  be  President  of  the  Senate.  In 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  he  may  debate  on_  all 
questions;  and  when  there  is  an  equal  division, 
shall  give  the  casting-vote  in  the  Senate,  and 
also  in  joint  vote  of  bo'th  houses. 

Sec.  14.  When  the  office  of  Governor  shall  be- 
come vacant,  by  death,  resignation,  removal 
from  the  State,  removal  from  office,  refusal  to 
qualify,  or  otherwise,  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
shall  perform  the  duties,  possess  the  powers, 
and  receive  the  compensation  of  the  Governor, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  term  for  which  the 
Governor  was  elected.  When  the  Governor  is 
Absent  from  the  State,  or  is  unable,  from  sick- 
ness, to  perform  his  duties,  or  is  under  im- 
peachment, the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  per- 
form said  duties,  posse!^  said  powers,  and 
receive  said  compensation,  until  the  Governor 
return  to  the  State,  be  enabled  to  resume  his 
duties,  or  be  acquitted.  If  there  be  no  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, or  if  he  be  absent  from  the 
State,  disabled  by  sickness,  or  under  impeach- 
ment, the  President  of  the  Senate  jwo  tempore,  or, 
in  case  of  like  absence  or  disability  on  his  part, 
or  of  there  being  no  President  of  the  Senate 
pro  Umfore,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Eepre- 
sentatives  shall  assume  the  office  of  Governor, 
in  the  same  manner,  and  with  the  same  powers 
and  compensation,  as  are  prescribed  in  the  case 
of  the  office  devolving  on  the  Lieatenant- 
Governor. 

Sec.  15.  The  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  the 
President  of  the  Senate  'pro  tempore,  while  pre- 
siding in  ihe  Senate,  shall  receive  the  same 
compensation  as  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives. 

Sec.  16.. There  shall  be  a  Secretary  of  State,  a 
State  Auditor,  a  State  Treasurer,  and  an  Attor- 
ney General,  who  shall  be  elected  by  the 
qualified  voters  of  the  State,  at  the  same  time, 
in  the  same  manner,  and  for  the  same  term  of 
office  as  the  Governor.  No  person  shall  be  eli- 
gible to  either  of  said  offices,  unless  he  be  a 
white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  at 
least  twenty-five  years  old,  and  shall  have 
resided  in  this  State  five  years  next  before  his 
election.  Ihe  Secretary  of  State,  the  State 
Auditor,  the  State  Treasurer,  and  the  Attorney 
General  shall  keep  their  respective  offices  at  the 
seat  of  Government,  and  shall  perform  such 
duties  as  may  be  required  of  them  by  law. 

Sec.  17.  'Jhe  returns  of  all  elections  of  Gov- 
ernor, Lietttenant-Governor,  and  other  State 
officers,  shall  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  is.  Contested  elections  of  Governor  and 
Lieutenant-Governor  shall  be  decided  by  joint 
vote  of  both  houses  of  the  General  Assembly, 
in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  19.  Contested  elections  of  Secretary  of 
State,  State  Auditor,  State  TYeasurer,  and  Attor- 
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ney  General  shall  be  decided  before  such  tribu- 
nal, aid  in  such  manner,  as  may  be  by  law 
provided. 

Sec.  20.  The  Secretary  of  State  shall  be  the 
custodian  of  the  seal  of  State,  and  shall  authen- 
ticate therewith  all  official  acts  of  the  Governor, 
his  approbation  of  laws  excepted.  The  said 
seal  shall  be  called  the  "  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
of  Missouri ;"  and  the  emblems  and  devices 
thereof  heretofore  prescribed  by  law  shall  not 
be  subject  to  change. 

Sec.  21.  The  Secretary  of  State  shall  keep  a 
register  of  the  official  act.;  of  the  Governor,  and, 
when  necessary,  shall  attest  them ;  and  shall 
lay  copies  of  the  same,  together  with  copies  of 
all  papers  relating  thereto,  before  either  house 
of  the  General  Assembly,  whenever  required  to 
do  so. 

Sec.  22.  There  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified 
voters  in  each  county,  at  the  time  and  places  of 
electing  Eepresentatives,  a  sheriff  and  a  coro- 
ner. They  shall  serve  for  two  years,  and  until 
a  successor  be  duly  elected  and  qualified,  unless 
sooner  removed  for  malfeasance  in  office ;  and 
shall  be  ineligible  four  years  in  any  period  of 
eight  years.  Before  entering  on  the  duties  of 
their  office,  they  shall  ^ive  security  in  such 
amount  and  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  law.  Whenever  a  county  shall  be 
hereafter  established,  the  Governor  shall  appoint 
&  s'b.eriff  and  a  coroner  therein,  who  shall 
continue  in  office  until  the  next  succeeding 
general  election,  and  until  a  successor  shall  be 
duly  elected  and  qualified. 

Sec.  23.  Whenever  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in 
the  office  of  sheriti'  or  coroner,  the  same  shall 
be  filled  by  the  County  Court.  If  such  vacancy 
happen  in  the  office  of  sheriff,  more  than  nine 
months  prior  to  the  time  of  holding  a  general 
election,  such  County  Court  shall  immediately 
order  a  special  election  to  fill  the  same ;  and 
the  person  by  it  appointed  shall  hold  office 
untirthe  person  chosen  at  such  election  shall  be 
duly  qualified ;  otherwise,  the  person  appointed 
by  such  County  Court,  shall  hold  office  until  the 
person  chosen  at  such  general  election  shall  be 
duly  qualified.  If  a  vacancy  happen  in  the 
office  of  coroner,  the  same  shall  be  filled,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  term,  by  such  County  Court. 
No  person  elected  or  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy 
in  either  of  said  offices,  shall  therebip-  be  ren 
dered  ineligible  for  the  next  succeeding  term. 

Sec.  24.  In  all  elections  for  sheriff  and  coro- 
ner, when  two  or  more  persons  have  an  equal 
number  of  votes,  and  a  higher  than  any  other 
person,  the  presiding  judge  of  the  C*unty  Court 
of  the  county  shall  give  the  casting  vote;  and 
all  contested  elections  for  the  said  offices  shall 
be  decided  by  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  proper 
county,  in  such  manner  as  the  General  Assem- 
bly may  by  law  prescribe. 

Sec.  25.  The  Governor  shall  commission  all 
officers,  not  otherwise  provided  by  law.  All 
commissions  shall  run  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  be  sealed 
with  the  State  seal,  signed  by  the  Governor,  and 
attested  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Sbc.  26.  The  appointment  of  all  officers,  not 
otherwise  directed  by  this  Constitution,  shall 
be  made  in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  law, 

ARTICLE  VI. 

JUDIOIAI.    DEPARTMENT. 

Section  1.  The  judicial  power,  as  to  matters 
of  law  and  equity,  shall  be  vested  in  a  Supreme 


Court,  in  District  Courts,  in  Circuit  Courts,  and 
in  such  inferior  tribunals  as  the  General  Assem- 
bly may,  from  time  to  time,  establish. 

Sec  2.  The  Supreme  Court,  except  in  cases 
otherwise  directed  by  this  Constitution,  shall 
have  appellate  jurisdiction  only,  which  shall  be 
co-extensive  with  the  State,  under  the  restric- 
tions and  limitations  in  this  Constitution  pro- 
vided. 

Sec.  8.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  have  a  gen- 
eral superintending  control  over  all  inferior 
courts  of  law.  It  shall  have  power  to  issue 
writs  of  habeas  corpue,  mandamus,  quo  wa/rram,to, 
certiorari,  and  other  original  remedial  writs, 
and  to  hear  and  determine  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of 
three  judges,  any  two  of  whom  shall  be  a  quo- 
rum ;  and  the  said  judges  shall  be  conservators 
of  the  peace  throughout  the  State. 

Sec.  5.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  con- 
venient districts,  not  to  exceed  four,  in  each  of 
which  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  held,  at  such 
time  and  place  as  the  General  Assembly  may- 
appoint  ;  and  when  sitting  in  either  district,  it 
shall  exercise  jurisdiction  over  causes  origina- 
ting in  that  district  only;  but  the  General  As- 
sembly may  direct,  by  law,  that  the  said  court 
shall  be  held  at  one  place  only. 

Sec  6.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
hold  office  for  the  term  of  six  years,  and  until 
their  successors  shall  be  duly  elected  and  quali- 
fied, e.xcept  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sbc  7.  At  the  general  election  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  all  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  elect-ad  by 
the  qualified  voters  of  the  State,  and  shall  enter 
upon  their  office  on  the  first  Monday  of  January 
next  ensuing.  At  the  first  session  of  the  court 
thereafter,  the  judges  shall,  by  lot,  determine 
the_  duration  of  their  several  terms  of  office, 
which  shall  be  respecti  vely  two,  four,  and  six 
years ;  and  shall  certify  the  result  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  At.  the  general  election,  every 
two  vears  after  said  first  election,  one  judge  of 
saidcourt  shall  be  elected,  to  hold  office  for  the 
period  of  six  yearsj  from  the  first  Monday  of 
January  next  ensuing.  The  judge  having  at 
any  time  the  shortest  term  to  serve  shall  be  the 
presiding  judge  of  the  court. 

Sbc  8.  If  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  the  office 
of  any  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  by  death, 
resignation,  removal  out  of  the  State,  or  other 
disqualification,  the  Governor  shall  appoint  a 
suitable  person  to  fill  the  vacancy  until  the 
next  general  election  occurring  more  than  three 
months, after  the  happening  of  such  vacancy, 
when  the  same  shall  be  filled  by  election,  by 
the  qualified  voters  of  the  State,  for  the  residue 
of  the  term. 

Sbc  9.  In  case  of  a  tie,  or  a  contested  election 
between  the  candidates,  the  same  shall  be  de- 
termined in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec  10.  If  in  regard  to  any  cause  pending  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  the  Judges  sitting  shall  be 
equally  divided  in  opinion,  no  judgment  shall 
be  entered  therein,  based  on  such  division;  but 
the  parties  to  the  cause  may  agree  upon  some 
person,  learned  in  the  law,  who  shall  act  as 
special  judge  in  the  cause,  and  who  shall  there- 
in sit  with  the  court,  and  give  decision,  in  the 
game  manner  and  with  the  same  effect  as  one  of 
the  judges.  If  the  parties  cannot  agree  upon  a 
special  judge,  the  court  shall  appoint  one. 

Sec.  11.  Thejudgesof  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
give  their  opinion  upon  important  questions  of 
,  constitutional  law,  and  upon  solemn  occasions, 
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when  required  by  the  Governor,  the  Senate,  or 
the  House  of  Eepresentatives ;  and  all  such 
opinions  shall  be  published  in  connection  with 
the  reported  decisions  of  said  court. 

Sec.  12.  'Vhe  State,  except  the  county  of  St. 
Louis,  shall  be  divided  into  not  less  than  five 
districts,  each  of  which  shall  embrace  at  least 
three  judicial  circuits;  and  in  each  district  a 
court,  to  be  known  as  the  District  Court,  shall 
be  held,  at  such  times  and  places  as  may  be  pro- 
vided by  law.  Each  District  Court  shall  be 
held  by  the  judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  em- 
braced in  the  district,  a  majority  of  whom  shall 
be  a  quorum.  The  District  Courts  shall,  within 
their  respective  districts,  have  like  original 
jurisdiction  with  the  Supreme  C<yurt,  and  appel- 
late jurisdiction  from  the  final  judgments  of 
the  Circuit  Courts,  and  of  all  inferior  courts  of 
record  within  the  district,  except  Probate  and 
County  Courts.  After  the  establishment  of  such 
District  Courts^  no  appeal  or  writ  of  error  shall 
lie  from  any  Circuit  Court,  or  inferior  court  of 
record,  to  the  Supreme  Court,  but  shall  be  pros- 
ecuted to  the  District  Court;  from  the  final 
judgments  of  which  an  appeal  or  writ  of  error 
may  be  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  in  such 
cases  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  13.  The  Circuit  Court  shall  have  juris- 
diction over  all  criminal  cases,  which  shall  not 
be  otherwise  provided  for  by  law  ;  and  exclu- 
sive original  jurisdiction  in  all  civil  cases, 
which  shall  not  be  cognizable  before  justices  of 
the  peace,  until  otherwise  directed  by  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly.  It  shall  hold  its  terms  at  such 
time  and  place,  in  each  county,  as  may  be  by 
law  directed. 

Sbo.  14.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  con- 
venient circuits,  of  which  the  county  of  St. 
Louis  shall  constitute  one,  for  each  of  which, 
except  as  in  the  next  succeeding  section  speci- 
fied, a  judge  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified 
voters  of  the  respective  circuits,  and,  except  as 
hereinafter  provided,  shall  be  elected  for  the 
term  of  six  years;  but  may  continue  in  office 
until  his  successor  shall  be  elected  and  qauli- 
fled;  and  the  judge  of  each  circuit,  after  his 
election  or  appointment,  as  hereinafter  provi- 
ded, shall  reside  in,  and  be  a  conservator  of  the 
peace  within  the  circuit  for  which  he  shall  be 
elected  or  appointed;  and  if  any  vacancy  shall 
happen  in  the  oiBce  of  any  circuit  judge,  by 
death,  resignation,  removal  out  oi  his  cir- 
cuit, or  by  any.  other  disqualification,  the  Gov- 
ernor shall,  upon  bein^  satisfied  that  a  vacancy 
exists,  issue  a  writ  ot  election  to  fill  such  va- 
cancy; provided  that  said  vacancy  shall  hap- 
pen at  least  six  mouths  before  the  next  general 
election  for  said  judge;  but  if  such  vacancy 
shall  happen  within  six  months  of  the  general 
election  aforesaid,  the  Governor  shall  appoint  a 
judge  for  such  circuit ;  but  every  election  or 
appointment,  to  fill  a  vacancy  shall  be  for  the 
residue  of  the  term  only.  And  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  provide,  by  law,  for  the  election  of 
said  judges  in  their  respective  circuits;  and  in 
case  of  a  tie,  or  contested  election  between  the 
candidates,  the  same  shall  be  determined  in  the 
manner  to  be  prescribed  b;^  law.  And  the  Gen- 
eral Assemblj^  shall  provide,  by  law,  for  the 
election  of  said  judges,  in  their  respective  cir- 
cuits, to  fill  any  vacancy  which  shall  occur  at 
any  time  at  least  six  months  before  a  general 
election  for  said  judges.  At  the  general  elec- 
tion in  the  j^ear  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-eight,  and  at  the  general  election 
every  sixth  year  thereafter,  except  as  herein- 


after provided,  all  the  circuit  judges  shall  be 
elected,  and  shall  enter  upon  their  ofBces  on  the 
first  Monday  of  January  next  ensuing.  No  ju- 
dicial circuit  shall  be  altered  or  changed  at  any 
session  of  the  General  Assembly  next  preced- 
ing the  general  election  for  said  judges. 

Sec.  15.  From  and  after  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six, 
the  Circuit  Court  of  the  county  of  St.  Louis 
shall  be  composed  of  three  judges,  each  of 
whom  shall  try  causes  separately,  and  all,  or  a 
majority  of  whom,  shall  constitute  a  court  in 
bank,  to  decide  questions  of  law,  and  to  correct 
errors  occurring  in  trials ;  and,  from  and  after 
that  day,  there  shall  n«t  be  in  said  county  any 
other  court  of  record  having  civil  jurisdiction, 
except  a  Probate  Court  and  a  County  Court, 
The  additional  judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  of 
the  county  of  St.  Louis,  authorized  by  this  sec- 
tion, shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  shall 
hold  their  offices  until  the  next  general  election 
of  judges  of  Circxiit  Courts,  when  the  whole 
number  of  the  judges  of  said  court  shall  be 
elected.  At  the  first  session  of- said  court  after 
the  judges  thereof  who  miy  be  elected  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  shall  have  assumed  office,  the  said  judges 
shall,  by  lot,  determine  the  duration  of 
their  several  terms  of  office,  which  shall  be.  re- 
spectively, two,  four,  and  six  years ;  and  shall 
certify  the  result  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  At 
the  general  election  every  two  years  after  the 
election  in  that  year,  one  judge  of  said  court 
shall  be  elected,  to  hold  office  for  the  term  of 
six  years  from  the  first  Monday  of  January 
next  ensuing.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have 
power  to  increase  the  number  of  the  jud":es  of 
said  court,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  public  in- 
terest may  require.  Any  additional  judges  au- 
thorized shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  six 
years,  and  be  elected  at  a  general  election,  and 
enter  upon  their  office  on  the  first  Monday  of 
January  next  ensuing. 

Sec.  16.  The  provisions  contained  in  this  Ar- 
ticle, requiring  an  election  to  be  held  to  fill  a 
vacancy  in  the  office  of  judges  of  the  Supreme 
and  Circuit  Courts,  shall  have  relation  to  va- 
cancies occurring  after  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty^eight;  up  to  which 
time  any  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  ap- 
pointment by  the  Governor. 

Sec.  17.  If  there  be  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
judge  of  any  circuit,  or  if  he  be  sick,  absent,  or 
from  any  cause  unable  to  hold  any  terra  of 
court  of  any  county  of  his  circuit,  such  term  of 
court  may  be  held  by  a  judge  of  any  other  cir- 
cuit; and  at  the  request  of  the  jud^e  of  any 
circuit,  any  term  of  court  in  his  circuit  may  be 
held  by  the  judge  of  any  other  circuit. 

Sec.  18.  No  person  shall  be  elected  or-  ap- 
pointed a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Ctmrt,  nor  of  a 
Circuit  Court,  before  he  shall  have  attained  to 
the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  have  !*een  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  five  years,  and  a  qualified 
voter  of  this  State  three  years. 

Sec.  19.  Any  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  or 
the  Circuit  Court,  may  be  removed  from  office, 
on  the  address  of  two-thirds  of  each  house  of 
the  General  Assembly  to  the  <3overn»r  for  that 
purpose ;  but  each  house  shall  state,  on  its  re- 
spective journal,  the  cause  for  which  it  shall 
wish  the  removal  of  such  judge,  and  give  him 
notice  thereof;  and  he  shall  have'ihe  right  to  be 
heard  in  his  defense,  in  such  manner  as  the 
General  Assembly  shall  by  law  direct;  but  no 
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judge  shall  be  removed  in  this  manner  for  any 
cause  for  which  he  might  have  been  impeached. 

Sec.  20.  The  judges  or  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
the  judges  of  the  •Circuit  Courts,  ahall,  at  stated 
times,  receive  a  compensation  for  their  servi- 
ces, to  be  fixed  by  law,  which  shall  not  be  di- 
minished during  the  period  for  which  they  were 
elected. 

Sec.  21.  The  Circuit  Court  shall  exercise  a  su- 
perintending control  over  all  such  inferior  tri- 
bunals as  the  General  Assembly  may  establish, 
and  over  justices  of  the  peace  in  each  county 
in  their  respective  circuits. 

Sec.  22.  The  Supreme  Court  and  the  District 
Courts  shall  appoint  their  respective  clerks. 
Clerks  of  all  other  courts  of  record  shall  be 
elected  by  the  qualified  voters  of  the  county, 
at  a  general  election,  and  shall  hold  office  for 
the  term  of  four  years  from  and  after  the  first 
Monday  of  January  next  ensuing,  and  until 
their  successors  are  duly  elected  and  qualified. 
The  first  electios  of  such  clerks  after  the  adop- 
tion of  this  Constitution  shall  be  at  the  general 
election,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six:  any  existing  law  of  this 
State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sbc.  23.  Inferior  tribunals,  to  be  known  as 
County  Courts,  shall  be  established  in  each 
county,  for  the  transaction  of  all  countv  busi- 
ness. In  such  courts,  or  in  such  other  tribunals 
inferior  to  the  Circuit  Courts,  as  the  General 
Assembly  may  establish,  shall  be  vested  the 
jurisdiction  oi  all  matters  appertaining  to  pro- 
bate business,  to  granting  letters  testamentary 
and  of  administration,  to  settling  the  accounts 
of  executors,  administrators,  and  guardians, 
and  to  the  appointment  of  guardians,  and  such 
other  jurisdiction  as  may  be  conferred  by  law. 

Sbc.  24.  No  clerk  of  any  court  established  by 
this  Constitution,  or  by  any  law  of  this  State, 
shall  apply  to  his  own  use  from  the  fees  and 
emoluments  of  his  office,  a  greater  sum  than 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  each  year 
of  his  official  term,  after  paying  out  of  such 
fees  and  emoluments  such  amounts  f»r  deputies 
and  assistants  in  his  office  as  the  court  may 
deem  necessary,  and  may  allow;  but  all  surplus 
of  such  fees  and  emoluments  over  that  sum, 
after  paying  the  amounts  so  allowed,  shall  be 
paid  into  the  county  treasury  for  the  use  of  the 
county.  The  General  Assembly  shall  pass  such 
laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect 
the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Sec.  25.  In  each  county  there  shall  be  appoint- 
ed, or -elected,  as  many  justices  of  the  peace  as 
the  public  good  may  be  thought  to  require. 
Their  powers  and  duties,  and  their  duration  in 
office,  shall  be  regiilated  by  law. 

Sec.  26.  All  writs  and  process  shall  run,  and 
all  prosecutions  shall  be  conducted,  in  the  name 
of  the  "State  of  Missouri;"  all  writs  shall  be 
tested  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  from  which  they 
shall  be  issued;  and  all  indictments  shall  con- 
clude "against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the 
State." 

AETICLE  VII. 

IMPEACHMENTS. 

Section  1.  The  Governor,  Lieutenant-Govern- 
or, Secretary  of  State,  State  Auditor,  State  Treas- 
urer, Attorsey  General,  and  all  judges  of  the 
courts,  shall  be  liable  to  impeachment  for  any 
misdemeanor  in  office;  but  judgment,  in  such 
case,  shall  not  extend  farther  than  removal  from 
office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  office  of 
honor,  trust,  or  profit  under  this  State. 


Sec.  2.  The  House  of  Eepresentatives  shall 
have  the  sole  power  of  impeachment.  All  im- 
peachments shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate ;  and, 
when  sitting  for  that  purpose,the  Senators  shall 
be  oh  oath  or  affirmation  to  do  justice  accord- 
ing to  law  and  evidence.  When  the  Governor 
shall  be  tried,  the  presiding  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  shall  preside.'  No  person  shall  be 
convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senators  present. 

AETICLE  VIII. 

BANKS  AND  C0RP0BATI0N8. 

Section  1.  No  corporate  body  shall  hereafter 
be  created,  renewed,  or  extendedj  with  the  privi- 
lege of  making,  issuing,  or  putting  in  circula- 
tion any  notes,  bills,  or  other  paper,  or  the 
paper  of  any  other  bank,  to  circulate  as  money; 
and  the  General  Assembly  shall  prohibit,  by 
law,  individuals  and  corporations  from  issuing 
bills,  checks,  tickets,  promissory  notes,  or  other 
paper  to  circulate  as  money. 

Sec.  2.  No  law  shall  be  passed  reviving  or  re- 
enacting  any  act  heretofore  passed  creating  any 
private  corporation,  where  such  corporation 
shall  not  have  beeh  organized  and  commenced 
the  transaction  of  its  business  within  one  year 
from  the  time  such  act  took  effect,  Or  within 
such  other  time  as  may  have  been  prescribed  in 
such  act  for  such  organization  and  commence- 
ment of  business. 

Sbc.  3.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  at  its  first 
session  after  this  Constitution  goes  into  effect, 
.enact  laws,  enabling  any  of  the  existing  banks 
of  issue  to  reorganize  as  National  banks  under 
the  act  of  Congress  ;  and  shall  also  provide  for 
the  sale  of  the  stock  owned  by  this  State  in  the 
Bank  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  upon  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  shall  be  by  law  established. 

Seo.  4.  Corporations  may  be  formed  under 
general  Iaw3,l3ut  shall  not  be  created  by  special 
acts,  except  for  municipal  purposes.  All  gene- 
ral laws  and  special  acts  passed  pursuant  to 
this  section  may  be  altered,  amended,  or  re- 
pealed.* 

Sho.  5.  No  municipal  corporations,  except 
cities,  shall  be  created  by  special  act;  and  no 
city  shall  be  incorporated  with  less  than  five 
thousand  permanent  inhabitants,  nor  unless  the 
people  thereof,  by  a  direct  vote  upon  the  ques- 
tion, shall  have  decided  in  favor  of  such  incor- 
poration. 

Sec.  6.  Dues  from  private  corporations  shall 
be  aefcured  bjr  such  means  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  law ;  but  in  all  cases  each  stockholder  shall 
be  individually  liable,  over  and  above  the  stock 
by  him  or  her  owned,  and  any  amount  unpaid 
thereon,  in  a  further  sum,  at  least  equal  in 
amount  to  such  stock. 

AETICLE  IX. 

BDUOATION. 

Section  1.  A  general  diffusion  of  knowledge 
and  intelligence  being  essential  to  the  preser- 
vation of  the 'rights  and  liberties  of  the  people, 
the  General  Assembly  shall  establish  and  main- 
tain free  schools,  for  the  gratuitous  instruction 
of  all  persons  in  this  State,  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  twenty-one  years. 

Sec.  2.  Separate  schools  may  be  established 
for  children  of  African  descent.  All  funds  pro- 
vided for  the  support  of  public  schools  shall  be 
appropriated  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
children,  without  regard  to  color. 

Sec  8  The  supervision  of  public  instruction 
shall  be  vested  m  a  Board  of  Education,  whose 
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powers  and  duties  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 
A  Superintendent  of  public  schools,  who  shall 
be  the  President  of  the  Board,  shall  be  elected 
by  the  qualified  voters  of  the  State.  He  shall 
possess  the  qualifications  of  a  State  Senator, 
and  hold  his  ofiBce  for  the  term  of  four  years; 
and  shall  perform  such  duties,  and  receive  such 
compensation,  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 
The  Secretary  of  State  and  Attorney  General 
shall  be  ex-ofScio  members',  and,  with  the  Su- 
perintendent, compose  said  Board  of  Education. 

Seo.  4.  The  General  Assembly  shall  also  es- 
tablish and  maintain  a  State  University,  with 
departments  for  instruction  in  teaching,  in  ag- 
riculture, and  in  natural  science,  as  soon  as  the 
Public  School  Fund  will  permit. 

Sec.  5.  The  proceeds  oi  all  lands  that  have 
been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  granted  by  the  United 
States  to  this  State,  and  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated by  this  State  or  the  United  States  ;  also, 
all  moneys,  stocks,  bonds,  lands,  and  other 
property  now  belonging  to  any  fund  for  purpo- 
ses of  education ;  also,  the  net  proceeds  of  all 
sales  of  land  and  other  property  and  effects 
that  may  accrue  to  the  State  by  escheat,  or  from 
sales  of  estrays,  or  from  unclaimed  dividends, 
or  distributive  shares  of  the  estates  of  deceased 
persons, or  from  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures; 
also,  any  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  which  may  have  been,  or  hereafter  may 
be,  paid  over  to  this  State,  (if  Congress  will 
consent  to  such  appropriation;)  also,  all  other 
grantSjgifts,  or  devises  that  have  bee^,  or  hereaf- 
ter may  be,  made  to  this  State,  and  not  other- 
wise appropriated  by  the  terms  of  the  grant, 
gift,  or  devise,  shall  be  securely  invested  and 
saci'cdly  preserved  as  a  Public  School  Fund ;  the 
annujir  income  of  which  fund,  together  with  so 
much  of  the  ordinary  i-evenue  of  the  State  as 
may  be  necessary,  shall  be  faithfully  appropria- 
ted for  establishing  and  maintaining  the  free 
BcIioolB  and  the  university  in  this  Article  pro- 
vided for,  and  for  no  other  uses  or  p^^rposes 
■whatever. 

Seo.  c>.  No  part  of  the  Public  School  Fund  shall 
ever  be  invested  in  the  stock,  or  bonds,  or  other 
obligations  of  any  State,  or  of  any  county,  city, 
town,  i»r  corporation.  The  stock  of  the  Bank  oi 
the  State  of  Missouri  now  held  for  school  pur- 
poseri,  and  all  other  stocks  belonging  to  any 
school  or  university  fund,  shall  be  sold,  in  sucn 
manner  and  at  such  time  as  the  General  Assem- 
bly shall  prescribe;  and  the  proceeds  thereof, 
and  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  any  lands  or 
other  property  which  now  belong,  or  may  here- 
after belong,  to  said  school  fund,  may  be  invest- 
ed in  tbe  bonds  of  the  United  States.  All  coun 
ty  school  funds  shall  be  loaned,  upon  good' and 
sufficient  unincumbered  real  estate  security, 
with  personal  security  in  addition  thereto. 

Sbc.  7.  No  township  or  school  district  shall 
receive  any  portion  of  the  Public  School  Fund, 
unless  a  free  school  shall  have  been  kept  there- 
in for  not  less  than  three  months  during  the 
year  for  which  distribution  thereof  is  made. 
The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  re- 
quire, by  law,  that  every  child,  of  sufficient 
mental  and  physical  ability,  shall  attend  the 
public  schools,  during  the  period  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  for  a  term 
equivalent  to  sixteen  months,  unless  educated 
by  other  means. 

Sec  8.  In  case  the  Public  School  Fund  shall  be 
insufficient  to  sustain  a  free  school  at  least  four 
months  in  every  year  in  each  school  district  in 
this  State,  the  General  Assembly  may  pirovide, 


by  law,  for  the  raising  of  such  deficiency,  by 
levying  a  tax  on  all  tjje  taxable  property  in 
each  county,  township,  or  school  district,  as 
they  may  deem  proper. 

Sec.  9.  The  General  Assembly  shall  as  far  as 
it  can  be  done  without  infringing  upon  vested 
rights,  reduce  all  lands,  moneys,  and  other  prop- 
erty, used  or  held  for  school  purposes,  in  the 
various  counties  of  this  State,  into  the  Public 
School  Fund  herein  provided  lor ;  and,  in  mak- 
ing distribution  of  the  annual  income  of  said 
fund,  shall  take  into  consideration  the  amount 
of  any  county  or  city  funds,  appropriated  for 
common  school  purposes,  and  make  such  distri- 
bution as  will  equalize  the  amount  appropria- 
ted for  common  schools  throughout  the  State. 

ARTICLE  X. 

MILITIA. 

Section  1.  All  able-bodied  male  inhabitants 
of  this  State,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
forty-five  years,  who  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  have  declared  their  intention  to  be- 
come citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  lia- 
ble to  military  duty  in  the  militia  of  this  State; 
and  there  shall  be  no  exemption  from  such 
duty,  except  of  such  persons  as  the  General  As- 
sembly may,  by  law,  exei^ipt. 

Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  by  law, 
provide  for  the  organization  of  the  militia,  and 
tor  the  paying  of  the  same  when  called  into  ac- 
tual service ;  but  there  shall  be  no  officer  abore 
the  grade  of  brigadier  general,  nor  shall  there 
be  more  than  two  officers  of  that  grade. 

Sec  8.  Each  company  and  regiment  shall  elect 
its  own  company  and  regimental  officers;  but  if 
any  company  or  regiment  shall  neglect  to  elect 
such  officers  within  the  time  prescribed  Iw  law, 
or  by  the  order  of  the  Governor,  they  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor. 

AETICLE  XI. 

MISOEIJLANEOITS   PROVISIONS. 

Section  1.  The  General  Assembly  of  this  State 
shall  never  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal 
of  the  soil  by  the  United  States,  nor  with  any 
regulation  which  Congress  may  find  uecefisaiy 
for  securing  the  title  in  such  soil  to  the  bona  fide 
purchasers.  No  tax  shall  be  imposed  on  lands 
the  property  of  the  United  States;  nor  shall 
lands  belonging  to  persons  residing  out  of  the 
limits  of  this  State  ever  be  taxed  at  a  higher 
rate  than  the  lands  belonging  to  persons  resid- 
ing within  the  State. 

Sec.  2.  The  State  shall  have  concurrent  juris- 
diction on  the  river  Mississippi,  and  on  every 
other  river  bordering  on  the  said  State,  so  far 
as  the  said  river  shallform  a  common  boundary 
to  this  State  and  any  other  State  which  may  be 
bounded  thereby ;  and  the  said  river  Mississip- 
pi ind  the  navigable  rivers  and  waters  leading 
into  the  same,  whether  bordering  on  »r  within 
this  State,  shall  be  common  highways,  and  for- 
ever free  to  the  citizens  of  this  State  and  of  the 
United  States,  without  any  tax,  duty,  impost,  or 
toll  therefor  imposed  by  the  State. 

Sec  3.  All  statute  laws  of  this  State  now  in 
force,  not  inconsistant  with  this  Constitution, 
shall  continue  in  force  until  they  shall  expire 
by  their  own  limitation,  or  be  amended  or  re- 
pealed by  the  General  Assembly;  and  all  writs, 
prosecutions,  actions,  and  causes  of  action,  ex- 
cept as  herein  otherwise  provided,  shall  con- 
tinue; and  all  indictments  which  shall  have 
been  found,  or  may  hereafter  be  found,  for  any 
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crjme  or  offence  committed  before  this  Consti- 
tutioa  takes  effect,  may  be  proceeded  upon  as  if 
no  change  ha.i.  taken  place,  except  as  herein- 
after specified.  - 

Sec.  4.  Kg  person  shall  be  prosecuted  in  any 
civil  action  or  criminal  proceeding,  for  or  on 
account  of  any  act  by  him  done,  performed,  or 
executed,  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and"  sixty-one,  by  vis- 
tue  of  military  authority  vested  in  him  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  or  that  of  this 
State,  to  do  such  act,  or  in  pursuance  of  orders 
received  by  him  from  any  person  vested  with 
such  authority;  and  if  any  action  or  proceed- 
ing shall  have  heretofore  been,  or  shall  hereaf- 
ter be,  instituted  against  any  person  for  the 
doing  of  an;^  such  act,  the  defendant  may  plead 
this  section  in  bar  thereof. 

Sec.  5.  No  person  who  shall  hereafter  fight  a 

»  duel,  or  assist  in  the  same  as  a  second,  or  send, 

accept,  or  knowingly  carry,  a  challenge  therefor, 

or  agree  to  go  out  of  this  State  to  fight  a  duel, 

shall  hold  any  office  in  this  State. 

Sec.  6.  No  money  shall  be-  drawn  from  the 
Treasury,  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations 
made  by  law;  and  an  accurate  account  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  public  money 
shall  be  annually  published. 

Sec.  7.  No  person  holding  an  office  of  profit 
under  the  United  States,  shall,  during  his  con- 
tinuance in  such  office,  hold  any  office  of  profit 
under  this  State. 

Sec.  8.  fn  the  absence  of  any  contrary  pro- 
vision, all  officers  now  or  hereafter  elected  or 
appointed,  shall  hold  office  during  their  official 
term,  and  until  their  successors  shall  be  duly 
elected  or  appointed,. and  qualified. 

Sec.  9.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power 
to  repeal  or  modify  all  ordinances  adopted  by 
any  previous  Convention. 

Sric.  10.  The  seat  of  Government  of  this  State 
shall  remain  at  the  City  of  Jefferson. 

Sec.  11.  No  person  emancipated  by  the  "  Ordi- 
nance aboUehing  slavery  in  Missouri,^'  adopted  on 
the  eleventh  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-five,  shall  by  any 
County  Court  or  other  authority,  be  appren- 
ticed, or  bound  for  any  service,  except  in  pur- 
suance of  laws  made  specially  applicable  to  the 
persons  so  emancipated. 

Sec.  12.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide, 
by  law,  for  the  indictment  and  trial  of  persons 
charged  with  the  commission  of  any  felony,  in 
any  county  other  than  that  in  which  the  offense 
was  committed,  whenever,  owing  to  prejudice, 
or  any  other  cause,  an  impartial  grand  or  petit 
jury  cannot  be  impanneled  in  the  county  in 
which  such  ofl'ense  was  committed. 

Sec.  13.  The  credit  of  the  State  shall  not  be 
given  or  loaned  in  aid  of  any  person,  associa- 
tion, or  corpsration  ;  nor  shall  the  Siate  hereaf- 
ter become  a  stockholder  in  any  corporation  or 
association,  except  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
loans  heretofore  extended  to  certain  railroad 
corporations  by  the  State. 

Sec.  14.  'jhe  General  Assembly  shall  not  au- 
thorize any  county,  city,  or  town  to  become  a 
stockholder  in,or  to  loan  its  credit  to,  any  com- 
pany, association,  or  corporation,  unless  two- 
thirds  of  the  qualified  voters  ©f  such  county, 
city,  or  town,  at  a  regular  or  special  election  to< 
be  held  therein,  shall  assent  thereto. 

Sec.  16.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  n® 
power,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  to  release  the 
lien  held  by  the  State  upon  any  railroad. 

Sec.  16.  No  -Dronerty,  real  or  personal,  shall 
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be  exempt  from  taxation,  except  such  as  may 
be  used  exclusively  for  public  schools,  and 
such  as  may  belong  to  the  United  States,  to  this 
State,  to  counties,  or  to  municipal  corporations 
within  this  State. 

AETICLE  XII, 

MODE     OF     AMEXDINO     ANH     REVIgING     THE     COXSTI- 
TCTION. 

Section  1.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended 
and  revised  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
'  this  Article. 

I     Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly,  at  any  time, 
;  may  propose  such  amendments  to  this  Constitu- 
!  tion  as  a  majority  of  the  members  elected  to 
'.  each  House  shall  deem  expedient ;  and  the  vote 
i  thereon  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  abd  nays,  and 
entered  in  full  on  the  journals.    And  the  pro- 
j  posed  amendments  shall  be  published  with  the 
j  laws  of  that  session,  and  also  shall  be  published 
[  weekly  in  two  newspapers,  if  such  there  be, 
!  within  each  Congressional  district  in  the  State, 
1  for  fo'ir  months  next  preceding  the  general  elec- 
I  tion  then  next  ensuing.    The  proposed  amend- 
i  ments  shall  be  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  peo- 
1  pie,  each  amendment  separately,  at  the  next 
[  general  election  thereafter,  in  such  manner  as 
the  General  Assembly  may  provide.    And  if  a 
majority  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the  State, 
voting  for  and  against  any  one  of  said  amend- 
ments, shall  vote  for  such  amendment,  the'  same 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  been  ratified 
by  the  people,  and  shall  be  valid  and  binding, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  a  part  of  this 
Constitution. 

_  Sec.  S.  The  General  Assembly  may,  at  any 
time,  authorize,  by  law,  a  vote  of  the  people  to 
be  taken,  upon  the  question  whether  a  Conven- 
tion shall  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  revising 
and  amending  the  Constitution  of  this  State; 
and  if  at  such  election  a  majority  of  the  votes 
on  the  question  be  in  favor  of  a  Convention,  the 
Governor  shall  issue  writs  to  the  sheriffs  of  the 
diflferfent  counties,  ordering  the  election  of  del- 
egates to  such  a  Convention,  on  a  day  within 
three  months  after  that  on  which  the  said  ques- 
tion shall  have  been  voted  on.  At  such  elec- 
tion, each  Senatorial  District  shall  elect  two 
delegates  for  each  Senator  to  which  it  may  then 
be  entitled  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  every 
such  delegate  shall  have  the  qualifications  of  a 
Senator.  The  election  shall  be  conducted  in 
conformity  with  the  laws  regulating  the  election 
of  Senators.  The  delegates  so  elected  shall 
meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  provided 
by  law,  and  organize  themselves  into  a  Conven- 
tion, and  proceed  to  revise  and  amend  the  Con- 
stitution; and  the  Constitution  when  so  revised 
and  amended,  shall,  on  a  day  to  be  therein 
fixed,  not  less  than  sixty  nor  more  than  ninety 
days  after  that  on  which  it  shall  have  been 
adopted  by  the  Convention,  be  submitted  to  a 
vote  of  the  people  for  and  against  it,  at  an  elec- 
tion tj  be  held  for  that  purpose  only;  and  if  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  given  be  in  favor  of 
such  Constitution,  it  shall,  at  the  end  of  thirty 
days  after  such  election,  become  the  Constitu 
tion  of  this  State.  The  result  of  such  election 
shall  be  made  known  by  proclamation  by  the 
Governor.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have 
no  power,  otherwise  than  as  in  this  section 
specified,  t'j  authorize  a  Convention  for  revising 
and  amending  the  Constitution. 
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THE    NEW   CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE  XIII. 

PROVISIONS    FOR      PCTTI.VG    THIS     C0N5TITCTI0S    INTO 
FORCE. 

And  we  do  further  ordain  as  follows : 
Section.  1.  The  preceding  parts  of  this  instru- 
ment shall  not  take  effect,  ualess  this  Constitu- 
tion be  adopted  by  the  people,  at  the  election  to 
be  held  as  hereinafter  directed;  but  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Article  shall  be  in  force  from  the 
day  of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  people  in  this  Conven- 
tion assembled. 

Sec  2.  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
sense  of  the  people  in  regard  to  the  adoption  or 
rejection  of  this  Constitution,  the  same  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  qualified  voters  of  the  State, 
at  an  election  to  be  held  on  the  sixth  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
five,  at  the  several  election  precincts  iu  this 
State,  and  elsewhere,  as  hereinafter  provided. 
On  that  day,  or  on  any  day  not  more  than  fif- 
teen days  prior  thereto,  such  qualified  voters 
of  this  State  as  shall  then  be  absent  from  the 
places  of  their  residence,  by  reason  of  their 
being  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  or  of  this  State,  whether  they  then  be  in 
or  out  of  this  State,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  on 
the  adoption  or  rejection  of  this  Constitution. 
For  that  purpose,  a  poll  shall  be  opened  in  each 
Missouri  regiment  or  company  in  such  service, 
at  the  quarters  of  the  commanding  officer  there- 
of; and  the  voters  of  this  State  belonging  to 
such  regiment  or  company,  and  any  otSers 
belonging  to  any  other  such  regiment  or  com- 
pany, and  who  may  be  present,  may  vote  at  such 
poll.  Any  one  or  two  commissioned  officers  of 
such  regiment  or  company,  who  may  be  present 
at  the  opening  of  the  polls,  shall  act  as  judge  of 
judges  of  the  election,  and  if  no  such  officer 
be  present,  then  the  voters  of  such  regiment  or 
company  present,  shall  elect  two  of  the  voters 
present  to  act  as  such  judges.  Every  such 
judge  shall,  before  an^y  votes  are  received, 
take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that  he  will  honest- 
ly and  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of  judge, 
and  make  proper  return  of  the  votes  given-  at 
such  election;  and  such  oath  the  jud^^es  may 
administer  to  each  other.  In  any  election  held 
in  a  regiment  or  company,  the  polls  shall  be 
opened  at  eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  elosed  at  six 
o'clock  p.  M. 

Sec.  3.  The  election  provided  for  in  the  next 
preceding  section  shall  be  by  ballot.  Those 
ballots  in  favor  of  the  Constitution  shall  have 
written  or  printed  thereon  the  words  "  New 
Constitution— Yes ;"  those  against  the  Constitu- 
tion shall  have  written  or  printed  thereon  the 
words  "New  Constitution — xNo." 

Sec  4.  The  said  election  shall  be  conducted, 
and  the  returns  thereof  made  to  the  clerks  of 
the  several  county  courts,  and  by  them  imme- 
diately certified  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  as 
provided  by;  law  in  the  case  of  elections  of 
State  officers  and  where  an  election  shall  be 
held  in  a  regiment  or  company,  the  returns 
tiereof,  with  the  poll  books,  shall  be  cert'fied  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  may  be  transmitted 
by  mail,  or  by  any  messenger  t?  whom  the 
judges  of  the  election  may  entrust  the  same  for 
■  that  purpose. 

Sec  6.  Any  qualified  voter  of  this  State,  with- 
in the  State,  who,  on  the  day  of  said  election, 
shall  be  absent  from  the  place  of  his  residence, 
may  vote  at  any  place  ot  voting,  upon  satisfy- 


ing the  judges  that  he  is  a  qualified  voter,  and 
being  sworn  by  them  that  he  has  not  voted,  and 
will  not  vote,  in  said  election  at  any  other  elec- 
tion precinct. 

Sec.  6.  At  said  election  no  person  shall  be 
allowed  to  vote,  who  would  not  be  a  qualified 
voter  according  to  the  terms  of  this  Constitu- 
tion, if  the  second  Article  thereof  were  then  in 
force.  The  judges  of  election  shall  administer 
to  every  person  offering  to  vote,  in  lieu  of  the 
oath  now  required  to  be  taken  by  voters  under 
the  ordinance  of  June  10th,'  1862,  the  following 
oath,  to-wit :  "  I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear  that 
I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  terms  of  the 
third  section  of  the  second  Article  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  State  of  Missouri,  adopted  by 
the  Convention  which  assembled  in  the  city  of 
St.  Louis,  on  the  6th  day  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  have  carefully  con- 
sidered the  same  ;  that  I  have  never,  directly  or 
indirectly,  done  any  of  the  acts  in  said  section 
specified ;  that  I  have  alwaj^g  been  truly  and 
loyally  on  the  side  of  the  United  States  against 
all  enemies  thereof,  foreign  and  domestic :  that 
I  will  bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  will  support  .the  Constitution 
and  laws  theraof  as  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  any  law  or  ordinance  of  any  State  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding;  that  1  will,  to  the 
best  of  my  ability  protect  and  defend  the  Union 
of  the  United  States,  and  not  allow  the  same  to 
be  broken  up  and  dissolved,  or  the  Government 
thereof  to  be  destroyed  or  overthrown,  under 
any  circumstances,  if  in  my  power  to  prevent 
it ;  and  that  I  make  this  oath  without  any  men- 
tal reservation  or  evasion,  and  hold  it  to  be 
binding  on  me."  Should  any  such  person  de- 
cline to  take  said  oath,  he  shall  not  be  permit- 
ted to  vote  at  said  election;  but  the  taking 
thereof  shall  not  be  deemed  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  the  right  of  such  person  to  vote,  Jbut 
such  right  may  be  disputed  and  disproved. 
Any  person  who  shall  falsely  take,  or,  having 
taken,  shall  thereafter  willfully  violate  the  oatn 
prescribed  in  this  section,  shall,  upon  convic- 
tion thereof  b^  any  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction, be  adjudged  guilty_  of  the  crime  of 
perjury,  and  shall  be  punished  therefor  in 
accordance  with  existing  law. 

Sec.  Y.  On  the  first  day  of  July  next  ensuing 
said  election,  the  Secretary  of  State  shall,  in 
presence  of  the  Governor,  the  Attorney  General, 
or  the  State  Auditor,  proceed  to  examine  and 
cast  up  the  returns. of  the  votes. taken  at  said 
election,  and  certified  to  him,  including  those 
of  persons  in  the  military  service ;  and  if  it. 
shall  appear  that  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
cast  at  such  election  ,were  iu  favor  of  the 
Constitution,  the  Governor  shall  issue  lis  pro- 
clamation, stating  that  fact;  and  this  Consti- 
tution shall,  on  the  Fourth  day  of  said  month 
of  July,  be  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri. 

Sec  8.  The  officer  now  known  as  the  "  Audi- 
tor of  Public  Accounts"  shall  hereafter  be 
styled  State  Auditor. 

Sec  9.  The  office  of  Register  of  Lands  shall 
continue  until  the  General  Assembly  shall 
abolish  the  same. 

Done  by  the  Representatives  of  the  people  of 

I  the  State  of  Missouri,  in  Convention  assembled, 

I  at  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  on  the  8th  day  of  April, 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  of  the  Independence 

I  of  the  United  States  the  eighty-ninth. 
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AENOLD  KEEKEL,  of  St.  Charles  Co.,  Pres't. 
CHAS,  D.  DRAKE,  of  St.  Louis,  Vice  Pres't. 
"WM.  B.  ADAMS,  of  Montgomery  county. 
A.  J.  BAEE,  of  Eay  county. 
A.  M.  BEDFOED,  of  Mississippi  county. 

D.  BONHAM,  of  Andrew  county. 
GEO.  K.  BUDD,  of  St.  Louis  county. 
HAEVEY  BUNCE,  of  Cooper  county. 

E.  L.  CHILDEESS,  of  Webster  county. 
JOHN  H.  DAVIS,  of  Nodaway  county. 
I.  B.  DODSON,  of  A^air  county. 
JOHN  H.  ELLIS,  of  Livingston  county. 
JOHN  ESTHEE,  of  Laclede  county. 
ELLLS  G.  EVANS,  of  Crawford  county. 
CHAUNCEY  I  FILLEY,  of  St.  Louis  county. 
J.  "W.  FLEICHEE,  of  Jefferson  county, 

W.  H.  FOLMSBEE,  of  Daviess  county. 

F.  M.  FULKERSON,  of  Saline.county. 
JOHN  W.  GAMBLE,  of  Audrain  county. 
A.  GILBEET,  of  Lawrence  county. 
DAVID  HENDEESON,  of  Dent  county. 
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E.  A.  HOLCOMB,  of  Chariton  county. 

J:  H.  HOLDSWOETH,  of  Monroe  county. 

W.  S.  HOLLAND,  of  Henry  county. 

J.  F.  HUME,  of  Moniteau  county. 

WYLLYS  KING,  of  St.  Louis  county. 

EEEVES  LEONAED,  of  Howard  county. 

JOHN  F.  McKEENAN,  of  Cole  county. 

.  AECHIBALD  M.  MoPHEESON,  of  Perry  Co. 

JOHN  A.  MACK,  of  Greene  county. 

FEEDINAND  MEYEE,  of  St.  Louis  county. 

DOEASTUS  PECK,  of  Iron  county. 

JONATHAN  THOS.  EANKIN,  of  Dade  county. 

K.  G.  SMITH,  of  Mercer  county. 

GEO.  P.  STEONG,  of  St.  Louis  county. 

JAMES  T.  SUTTON,  of  "Wayne  county. 

JOHN  E.  SWEAEINGEN,  of  Jackson  county. 

WM.  F.  SWITZLER,  of  Boone  county. 

LEWIS  H.  WEATHEEBY,  of  DeKalb  county. 

JEEEMIAH  WILLIAMS,  of  Caldwell  county. 

EUGENE  WILLIAMS,  of  Scotland  county. 

Attest : 

AMOS  P.  FOSTEE,  Secretary. 


A.N  ORDIN^lsrCE 


FOE  THE  PAYMENT  OF   STATE  AND   EAILEOAD  INDEBTEDNESS, 


Adopted  in  Convention,  April  10th,  1865,  and  ratified  by  the  People  at  an 
election  held  on  the  sixth  day  of  June,  1865. 


jS<2  it  Ordained  hy  the  People  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souriin  Convention  assembled,  as  follows : 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  levied  and  collected 
from  the  Pacific  railroad,  the  North  Missouri 
railroad,  and  the  St.  Louis  and  Iron  Moutitf^in 
railroad  company,  an  annual  tax  of  ten  per 
centum  of  their  gross  receipts  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  freight  and  passengers,  (not  including 
amounts  received  from,  and  taxes  paid  to,  the 
United  States,)  from  the  1st  of  October,  1866,  .to 
the  1st  of  October,  1868,  and  fifteen  per  centum 
thereafter ;  which  tax  shall  be  assessed  and  col- 
lected in  the  county  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  State  taxes  are  assessed  and 
collected,  and  shall  be  appropriated  by  the 
General  Assembly  to  the  paym&nt  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  now  due,  or  hereafter  to  be- 
come due,  upon  the  bonds  of  the  State,  and  the 
bonds  guaranteed  by  the  State,  issued  to  the 
aforesaid  railroad  companies. 

Sec.  2.  A  like  tax  of  fifteen  per  centum  shall 
be  assessed  and  collected  from  the  Hannibal  and 


St.  Joseph  railroad  company,  and  from  the 
Platte  Country  railroad  company,  whenever 
default  is  made  by  said  companies,  or  either  of 
them,  in  the  payment  of  the  interest  or  princi- 
pal of  the  bonds  of  the  State,  or  the  bonds  guar- 
anteed b^  the  State  issued  to  said  companies, 
respectively,  which  tax  shall  be  assessed  and 
collected  in  such  manner  as  the  General  Assem- 
bly may  by  law  direct,  and  shall  be  applied  for 
the  payment  of  principal  and  interest  of  said 
bonds,  as  the  same  may  >;ecome  due  and  pay- 
able. 

Sec.  3.  The  tax  in  this  ordinance  specified 
shall  be  collected  from  each  company  hereinbe- 
fore named,  only  for  the  payment»of  the  princi- 
pal and  interest  of  the  bonds,  for  the  payment 
of  which  such  company  shall  fee  liable,  and, 
whenever  such  bonds  and  interest  shall  have 
been  fully  paid,  no  further  tax  shall  be  collect- 
ed from  such  company;  but  nothing  shall  be 
received  by  the  State  in  discharge  of  any 
amounts  due  upon  said  bonds  except  cash  or 
other  bonds  or  obligations  of  this  State. 
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Sbc.  4.  Should  either  of  said  comptoies  refuse 
or  neglect  to  pay  said  tax,  as  herein  required, 
and  the  interest  or  principal  of  any  uf  said 
onds,  or  any  part  thereof  remain  due  and  un- 
paid,the  General  Assembly  shall  provide,  by  law 
for  the  sale  of  the  railroad  and  other  property, 
and  the  franchises  of  the  company  that  shall  be 
thus  in  default,  under  the  lien  reserved  to  the 
State,  and  shall  appropriate  the  proceeds  of 
such  sale  to  the  payment  of  the  amount  remain- 
ing due  and  unpaid  from  said  Company. 

Sec.  5.  Whenever  the  State  shall  become  the 
purchaser  of  any  railroad  or  other  property  or 
franchises,  sold  as  hereinbefore  provided  for. 
the  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law,  in 
what  manner  the  same  shall  be  sold,  for  the 
payment  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  railroad 
company  in  default;  but  no  railroad  or  other 
property,  or  franchises  purchased  by  the  State, 
shall  be  restored  to  any  such  company,  until  it 
shall  have  first  jaaid  in  money,  or  in  Missouri 
State  bonds,  or  in  bonds  guaranteed  by  this 
State,  all  interest  due  from  said  company ;  and 
all  interest  thereafter  accruing  shall  be  paid 
semi-annuallyj  in  advance ;  and  no  sale  or 
other  disposition  of  any  such  railroad  or  other 
property,  or  the  franchises,  shall  be  made  with- 
out reserving  a  lien  upon  all  the  property  and 
franchises  thus  sold  or  disposed  of,  for  all  sums 
remaining  unpaid ;  and  all  payments  therefor 
shall  be  made  in  money,  or  in  the  bonds  or 
other  obligations  of  this  State. 

Sec.  6.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide 
by  law,  for  the  payment  of  all  State  indebted- 
ness not  hereinbefore  provided  for ;  and  for 
this  purpose  a  tax  of  one  quarter  of  one  per 
centum  on  all  real  estate,  and  other  property 
and  effects  subjected  to  taxation,  shall  be 
assessed  and  collected,  and  shall  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  payment  of  all  such  indebtedness 
that  may  have  matured,  and  the  surplus,  if  any, 
shall  be  set  apart  as  a  sinking  fund  for  the  pay- 


ment of  the  obligations  of  the  State  that  may 
hereafter  become  due,  and  for  no  other  purpose 
whatsoever. 

Sec.  T.  At  the  election  to  be  held  on  the  6th 
day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-five, 
for  the  purpose  of  a=>certaining  the  sense  of  the 
people  iu  regard  to  the  adoption  or  rejection  of 
the  Constitution  adopted  by  this  Convention, 
the  question  of  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  this 
Ordinance  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of 
this  State,  who  shall  be  qualified  as  voters  un- 
der the  provisions  of  Article  13th  of  said  Con- 
stitution, and  shall  take  the  oath  in  said  Article 
prescribed  ;  and  the  vote  at  such  election  shall 
be  taken,  and  returns  thereof  made,  at  the  same 
time,  under  the  same  restrictions,  and  in  the 
same  manner,  as  in  said  Article  is  provided  for 
the  vote  upon  the  question  of  the  adoption  or 
rejection  of  said  Constitution.  Ohe  election 
herein  provided  for  shall  be  by  ballot.  Those 
ballots  in  favor  of  this  Ordinance  shall  have 
written  or  printed  the;  jon  the  words,  "  Shall 
the  radlroada  pay  their  londsf  Tes."  Those  op- 
posed to  this  Ordinance  shall  have  written  or 
printed  thereon  the  word:?.  "  Shall  the  railroada 
pay  their  lands  f  JVo."  If  the  majority  of  all 
the  votes  cast  at  such  election  shall  be  in  favor 
of  this  Ordinance,  the  same  shall  be  valid,  and 
have  full  force  and  effect  as  a  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  State,  whether  the  New  Constitu-";*^ 
tion  adopted  by  this  Convention  be  adopted  or  ^ 
rejected. 

if  a  majority  of  such  votes  shall  be  against 
this  Ordinance,  it  shall  have  no  force  or  validi- 
ty whatsoever. 

The  Governor  of  this  Sta.e  shall  by  proclama- 
tion make  known  the  result  of  the  election 
herein  provided  for. 

Adopted  in  Convention,  April  10, 1865. 

ARNOLD  KEEKEL,  Pres't. 

Ahos  p.  Foster,  Sec'y. 
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